Closing Remarks for Shanghai California Environmental Health Conference

I am sure the conference represents something different to each person who attended.

I spoke with my colleagues from CA last night.  We observed that we are into year three of the Fogarty International Center Project.  We have worked with Shanghai CDC program leadership to create an excellent training program and we have hosted four excellent trainees to CA DHS.  They have represented Shanghai CDC admirably.

This conference is another example of successful collaboration among many people from both SCDC and CDHS.  

We are pleased by the attendance and honored by the participation of senior professors and current faculty from Fudan University as well as SCDC staff.

We hear about the global economy every day.  We believe that not only economies and trade should be globalized, but so should ideas, experiences and public health.  Toward this goal of globalizing public health we are pleased to have had an opportunity to share ideas with you, to learn about the problems we share and the differences we have in the scale (magnitude) of the problems and in the resources we have to address them.

Indeed epidemiological transition from infectious disease to NCD's is nearly world wide.  And the problems of air, water, and food pollution are too common in both CA and Shanghai.

We believe effective environmental health is accomplished through high quality science, passionate commitment to public service and courageous assertion of leadership.  This conference has addressed all three to different degrees in both direct and indirect ways.

Science

This conference has touched upon many of the scientific issues that influence core public health functions:

Deseases-NCDs, renal toxicity, adverse birth outcomes;
Exposures-pesticides, Pb, cadmium, disinfection products of H2O, IAQ, climate/weather and terrorism;
Risk Factors-smoking, poor nutrition and decreased physical activity that contribute a large share to the burden of disease;
Surveillance/monitoring/reporting disease, exposure and hazard.

Service

In the area of public service, we have discussed risk communication and public participation in decisions about health and environmental quality.  We have heard about strategic plans for reducing NCD impacts.  We have heard about structures for responding to chemical terrorism and for addressing exposures in the work place, which is getting more complex in Shanghai every day.  We have also heard about how to find additional funds to support important public health projects through writing grant proposals.

Leadership

We hope the meeting will inspire some of you to seek new partnerships.  We hope some of you will model (demonstrate) good public health behaviors in your community.  We hope some of you will encourage others to take careers in public health.  We hope you will work with current leadership to craft policies and change practices in your institution based upon your scientific findings and your experience.  We hope this meeting allows each of us to see a larger picture of environmental public health in which our individual work fits as does each piece to a larger puzzle.

Finally, we must look at the impact of this meeting.  Conferences, like strategic plans are better if they result in action and measurable impact.  In discussions with Director Peng, Dr. Zhang, and Dr. Lu, we have agreed on the principle of holding future meetings.  We have agreed that there is a need to develop a clearer framework for environmental health and for how this fits into a larger concept of a "healthy city."  There is a question whether the next meeting should be broadened to all public health or focused on a specific problem/issue.

We have heard from colleagues of their interest in publishing articles in journals like the Journal of Environmental and Occupational Medicine.  We look forward to working with colleagues on manuscripts to share information more widely with colleagues in China.  We look forward to sharing experiences of successful implementation of strategic plans.  

We will hope to identify ways in which each group can assist the other in achieving goals faster and more effectively.

I think we have been successful in building a bridge between Shanghai and CA.  My colleagues and I have felt very welcome in Shanghai and appreciate your generosity in sharing your time, your ideas, your food, and your support.

We look forward to future meetings and broader collaborations.  We look forward to monitoring and learning from your success in dealing with environmental public health issues

