Some Thoughts about Plastic Bag use in Supermarkets: 

China versus America
We have been shopping several times at some Albany supermarkets since June 2nd, when we arrived in the USA. These days, I always find the plastic bag as the container for most stuff, such as commodity, food etc.; you can use it freely in these supermarkets.
We all know the plastic bag, while being very convenient to shoppers, also causes serious environmental pollution. It is one of the most severe environmental pollution sources. So somebody once said, “Shopping can save the world”. China, our national country, established a law in 2008.  According to the new law, from June1 this year, supermarkets are forbidden from offering free plastic bags to customers. A nation-wide campaign against plastic bags has been launched. Though the ban may cause some inconvenience to shoppers, it can help reduce the use of plastic bags when people have to pay for them. In addition, the ban can promote public awareness of environmental protection. Since the new law began, many departments, especially public health related such as the Shanghai CDC, strongly promote the idea through many methods including some free gifts. Now the plastic bag related pollution is much less than before in China.
Unfortunately, the wastes of plastic bags are too much in these Albany supermarkets. I searched some papers, and found San Francisco established a similar law on 2007 as the first city in the USA, Soon New York did the same. But in USA, a city’s law can’t be applicable to the other city. Even so, the environmental pollution related to plastic bags aren’t severe in those no-such law cities. 
As for these reasons, I think that we can get the same result by different means in Environment Protection, such as improving rubbish recycling systems, and category management.  These measures are rare in China’s small/medium-scale cities. Another tough U.S. law established says if one guy drops rubbish freely out of the windows in USA, then he’ll be fined by one thousands dollars. So I think this issue can be applied to the other things in life, like the plastic bag and pollution prevention in San Francisco and New York, or China and USA. 
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