Weekly Report
This week passed quickly. I spent much time on preparing the first presentation. It was a little difficult for me, and this was the first time for me to give a presentation in English completely. At first, I finished the PowerPoint and polished it. Then I thought about how to speak in a simpler description, so that it could be understood by audience. 
On Monday, I attended the CDPH Quarterly Epidemiologists' Meeting, and there were many interesting topics relating to environmental epidemiology. While many presentation of this meeting were literature reviews I was impressed that all of them were organized well. It was a little different from the meeting that I attended before in Shanghai, where most topics were about new research findings. This reminded me it was very important for me to learn how to write a systematic review of the literature. But I also found some other presentations that were not reviews, didn’t have baseline information or an obvious control group, so the conclusions did not seem well justified. 
On Sunday, we paid a visit to home of Lixia, which is especially beautiful. We watched the tennis final; it was for two adversaries on balance at first, but finally Federer won over Roddick. It was so regretful for Roddick that he always failed. I consulted Tom for some high frequency words’ difference in oral English such as stuff and material, issue and argument etc...  Especially interesting, we discussed the culture aspects of the “best man”, which I knew from the <Friends> television show. The first time, I was very confused about this word, when I heard this; I just thought it was the groom, and then I understood it after two minutes. But I was more confused by the guys wanting very much to act as the best man, and as the competition where one guy even promised the groom that he will be the best man in the future so the groom selected him but not the other guy. This situation is not the same in China, where the best man must be single and young. We also discussed the gun control in USA, where you could buy a gun freely in a supermarket after background investigation, so there are always gun-related tragedies. This is very complex.  
Also, we visited the EHLB on Wednesday. And we had the regular meeting with Dr. Kreutzer on Thursday; he gave a lesson to us about some issues relating to the creation of laws in California. 
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