Weekly report

Each week becomes shorter because of the furlough days. I took some time on our first case study, spent the other time on searching and reviewing literatures in this week.
Daniel Smith, the chief of Environmental Epidemiology Section, taught us the epidemiological investigation on an avian influenza outbreak. I spent 4 hours reading the case material and got an overall impression of the case before we started to study. The material, which includes development of the case, questions, answers and some useful knowledge as well, is detailed enough to make me understand. Dan’s explanation was wonderful. I learned how to create a line list and get the key information of each case. I also knew what the differences between quarantine and isolation were, and how long quarantine would last. Case study is very interesting. 
Dan arranged a time for next study. He will show us the Epi Info software which can be used to deal with a foodborne outbreak investigation on a laptop. I was so excited to hear that. It is the right aspect that I want to learn. We are also going to study many other food poisoning cases in the next few months with Dan. It must be a great experience for our upcoming work.
At weekend, we went to Alyce’s home and took part in their block party. It had been the first time for them to hold a block party since they moved into Albany. Every neighbor was in favour of this. All of them thought it was a good chance for them to know each other more. After visiting her beautiful house, we joined them to prepare the party. We closed the street and put many small tables on the road. (It is unbelievable to hold a party on a road in Shanghai.) Then everyone took their food made by themselves on the tables to share. Some people also brought meat and fish to grill. Her neighbors were so friendly that they talked a lot with us, which made us feel warm in place of strange. There would be a movie starting at 8:30pm, but it was too late for us to watch. In addition, I had watched this film a few years ago. Therefore, we went back home after the dinner. I experienced such kind of American life, and I was happy there.
