Weekly report

This week my major job focused on developing the outline of my final report. I felt anxious because I hadn’t made up my mind which aspect I would concentrate on. I searched a lot of papers about biomonitoring, and they didn’t work. I hadn’t caught the key words of searching. Biomonitoring is a huge program and it seems impossible to write an overview to illustrate every aspect clearly. Therefore, I decided on conducting a relationship between human biomonitoring and risk assessment. It is a new field and there are few papers that can be searched as reference. Nevertheless, this idea may be a good way to combine human biomonitoring and risk assessment, which is convenient for me to learn more about my specialty in EHIB. 
According to my thoughts of final report topic, I kept on searching literatures on PubMed and scholar Google. I drew out an outline by the end of reviewing some of them. The most difficult content was biomonitoring data use in risk assessment. I had no idea about this due to lack of relevant information. I just reviewed the abstract and could not get the full text. I will spend some time on obtaining full text from the public health library of UC Berkeley and reviewing all of them to get correct information. Then I can adjust the outline and make it better.
I participated in another case study with Dan this week. The case was about a mixed bag in Michigan. One kind of chemical misused in feed, which resulted in thousands of cattle dead and hundreds of people suffering diseases for eating the meat or milk from the cows. From this case study, I noticed that it was complicated to track an unknown chemical contamination which caused a health problem. By the way, the calculation of sample size was confusing, what Dan taught us was a bit different with what I had learned. He looked for some books and gave us a reasonable explanation. Dan also told me that sample size was mostly created by estimate, and it didn’t matter how big it was, the most important was to use a correct way to analyze data. I do agree with him. 

