Weekly report

This week I made some progress in my final report. Rick checked the outline and gave me some instructive advice. I kept reviewing abstracts and modifying the outline. Drawing an outline was easier than writing the report. Nevertheless, if the outline was perfect, then it took a shorter time to write the whole report. A good beginning is half of success. Therefore, I requested several papers’ full texts from UC Berkeley public health library, and went on making the outline better according to the full texts. By the way, it was quite convenient to get the full text paper I was looking for within a short period, which I had to pay for without their help. What I needed to do was type the PMIR number of a paper on the web site, and then submit it to them. I received most of the texts two hours later.  How efficient it is!
Dan taught us the use of Epi info, a statistical software for field investigation, on Tuesday. It was one of the topics that I want to learn. He combined a foodborne outbreak investigation and data analysis into the software. We performed the software step by step, and tracked the cause of this outbreak. We use the software to develop a questionnaire, enter the epidemiological investigation data, create a line list, sort and test the data including statistical analysis, and so on. It is really a good tool for foodborne outbreak field investigation. I am going to practice the software more often and understand it more clearly, which must be useful for my near future work.
In addition, Tanghao gave us a speech on tobacco control in California on Thursday. He used to work in this program for eight years. Michael, the chief of EHIB, gave us much information to develop our training activities. Lixia took us to a picnic held by the English American culture class. We also visited Treasure Island, Fine Art Palace and Golden Gate Bridge by taking part in a bus tour held by CFC church. Everything was good. I enjoyed this week very much.
