Weekly report

I consulted many people about my training this week. They were kind enough to answer my questions even though we had not met before. I felt happy to have a chance to study in CDPH, and I learned a lot about what my boss wants me to do from their help.
I held a meeting with Rachel who works in California Environment Protection Agency on Tuesday. She devotes herself on chemical risk assessment and she wants to establish reference levels of chemicals in human bodies by conducting biomonitoring and relevant illness epi-investigation. That is the most difficult part in risk assessment and the point I want to understand as well. I expressed my interest and asked her many questions. She was sorry that she did not have many things to share because she just started to explore this area. However, Cal EPA had many experiences of risk assessment. I consulted her exposure assessment software, models and methods. She introduced some information briefly and promised me that she would ask her colleagues to confirm the materials she had and then send to me. She had only one hour to meet with me and had to attend biomonitoring meeting right after our meeting. I was grateful for her time and hope that I can visit her office someday.
I called my boss this week and he asked me to learn how to use a risk assessment software, Crystal Ball. He also told me that a lady in EHIB used to use this software and I could learn from her. I sent an email to Marilyn, who was the chief of exposure assessment. I thought she was the most possible person that had used this software. I was right. She told me that she had used it for a little while several years ago and Sharon Lee knew more about it than her. I was pleased to hear that and sent an email to Sharon immediately. Sharon said that she also used this software many years ago, she was not good at this but she had the software. She gave it to me and let me setup, and then learn how to use it according to a manual. I could ask her for help whenever I got confused of using it. Since I got the software and a teacher as well, I had no reason not to learn how to use. I’d better spend some time on the software in the next three months.
I also did some exercises and watched a movie during this Labor Day holiday. The movie’s name was Slum Dog Millionaire, which was the Best Picture of Academy Award last year. The scenario was very simple. It addressed a boy who came from a slum in India and won one million dollars by attending a knowledge contest on TV show. He had not finished his elementary school but he knew the right answer of all the questions. Deep down, his answers came from his life. Most of the answers had a story. He kept many impressive things in his mind when he grew up. That was the reason why he could be so knowledgeable. I got some thoughts by the end of the movie. I thought it was not to show people could make money without education, it meant that people could get knowledge through many little things in life if he kept his eyes open. 

