Weekly report

This week is not as busy as last week. We had the first furlough day because of the global financial crisis. California incomes declined deeply and the government has to control expenses. The Governor ordered three furlough days, a cut of 15% from state staffs’ salaries. From this month on, every first three Fridays will be the furlough days, which mean we have less time training in EHIB. 
On Monday, Rick told us how California makes a budget. It is a hard work to prepare a budget for a fiscal year. The government has to collect all the departments’ program budgets from July to December, and then delivers the total budget to senate and assembly. It won’t pass unless there is 2/3 vote. All the processes have to be done before June 15th, because the budget should be put into action on July 1st. Actually many departments often get their budget after September. The same occurs in Shanghai. Shanghai’s fiscal year is from January 1st to December 30th. However, the budget can’t be brought into effect until March, sometimes even April, and the budget has to be spent before November because of a lot of statistical work. The budgets in Shanghai are zero-based budget. In California, they are based upon the previous year.  I don’t know how to do the jobs without money before the budget come out.
This week I visited a special vehicle created for all hazard preparedness and incident response, which has a mobile P3 lab in it with a general negative-pressure, sterilization and ventilation system. I participated in a workshop on Endnote X2 software. It is a useful software for searching and managing literatures except for the $200.00 cost.  I went to Berkeley Regional Office to study a presentation on POPs in California Women. I also spent much time thinking about the topic of my final report.  
Besides work, I went to Angel Island over the weekend, where the Asian immigrants stayed for about 30 years before they moved into America. The island is beautiful with a broad view of the bay area. 
