Weekly report

This week I paid attention to arranging several meetings on food contamination surveillance, foodborne disease monitoring and dietary risk assessment besides writing the final report. Fortunately, I made appointments with some experts in these fields. I was very glad and looking forward to these meetings.

On Tuesday, I had a meeting with Charlie and Wenlu who work in the food and drug laboratory branch to support the food contamination surveillance. Unfortunately, Bob Hass, the branch chief, had an emergency meeting at that time and couldn’t attend the meeting. For that reason, I asked a lot of questions about laboratory methods instead of sample designs and surveillance developments. However, I did get some suggestions through their presentation on the surveillance. The FDLB concentrates on monitoring lead in candies and domoic acid in seafood around the state. Domoic acid is a naturally occurring toxin produced by microscopic algae, and it can cause Amnesic Shellfish Poisoning (ASP) in humans. They have monitored the toxin for more than 5 years while we haven’t included that into our surveillance yet. I should review some literature and talk with my chief to see if it is feasible to conduct a study on domoic acid in Shanghai. 

In addition, I sent an e-mail to Doctor Reingold, who is a professor of epidemiology in UC Berkeley School of Public Health, to ask him about the foodborne disease surveillance system in California. He recommended two experts who work on FoodNet in CDPH to me. It is lucky that both of them work in Richmond campus. I made an appointment with one of them to discuss the foodborne disease surveillance next week. I also contacted Anna Fan who is a section chief in California EPA in this week. She would be happy to meet me in Oakland next Wednesday afternoon and discuss dietary risk assessment. I hope I can learn much from them.

I practiced speaking English on the weekend with Jackson who is our partner in the English American Culture Class. He picked up a topic for me to introduce the travel sites in Shanghai. It was a challenge for me since I never took notice of the English name. I  learned many words such as the Bund, the Oriental Pearl Tower, the Temple of the Town Deity, and steamed bun, etc. It was very interesting to know the exact English name of these features of Shanghai.
