Weekly report

I went to Sacramento to take part in the Scientific Guidance Panel meeting of biomonitoring program this Tuesday. The meeting was held in the California Environmental Protection Agency building in Sacramento which was the agency that I want to visit. Nevertheless, I didn’t have much time to visit the agency and I didn’t make any appointment with the staffs in EPA to consult the contents of risk assessment. The meeting began at 10:00am, and it focused on the updates of the CECBP activities. The CECBP staffs in CDPH introduced three new staffs that they hired to promote the program; they also addressed the cooperation with CDC and UCSF. According to that, the program would establish experimental test methods of more chemicals and conduct a pilot study on maternal-infant environmental exposure. The CECBP staffs in OEHHA discussed the priority chemical list. They had a strong debate with the panel members about whether to put diesel particulates into the list. They didn’t get an agreement and will discuss it more in the next week. I was very interested in the pilot project, and I did want to get more details about it through this meeting. I learned the study population and draft list of chemicals by attending the presentation. I will keep paying attention on this study to learn more about the questionnaire development that was helpful to trace and assess the chemicals exposure. By the way, we went to China Buffet for lunch where they provide seafood, sushi, BBQ and many kinds of Chinese food. We had a great meal there. We also spent a little time on visiting the California State Capitol. I took some pictures in front of the Governor’s Office and looked around in the senate and assembly. It was a good experience to get some impression of the working situations of American government.
I participated in a workshop on global climate change in the Chabot Space and Science Center this Saturday. Several speakers presented some topics on climate change, sea level rise and redwood forest ecosystem change. There were many models to simulate the trends and many fantastic pictures to show the influence of climate change. All people have to pay more attention to reduce the emission of greenhouse gas due to the damage to the climate. Moreover, even if greenhouse gas was stopped now, it still could exist in the environment for at least one thousand years. How terrible! I spent some time visiting the center after the meeting. I watched a movie about sun and learned some new things about Chabot telescopes in the center.
