Weekly report

This week I kept writing my report, studying in UC Berkeley and learning the Crystal Ball software. In addition, I spent my leisure time on preparation for the trip to Los Angeles next week. It was a busy week.

Rick met with us in his office at Monday afternoon as usual. We talked about our classes in Berkeley and U.S. Open as well. He also asked about what was going on about our final reports. I finished writing the background of my report last week. I sent it to him and asked him to confirm whether what I had written could express my thoughts and fields that I want to address in this report.  Meanwhile, I kept researching the development of biomonitoring around the world. It took me a lot of time to understand the history and development of biomonitoring program in each country. I only finished addressing the programs briefly in North America and Europe this week. There were little papers and websites that introduce the programs in the rest of the world. I must save time on writing the next topic of my report to keep my schedule on track.  
It was the third week since the health risk assessment class began in the late of August. The lessons became more and more interesting after Professor McKone had finished presenting the history and introduction of this class. This week’s lesson focused on hazard identification and panel discussion. I got some sources of the hazard information through this lesson. I also took part in the panel discussion of the topic on assessing autism and flame retardant. I was interested in exploring the causal links to autism and the relationship between flame retardant and autism. However, it was the first time for each group to start the discussion on the selective subject. We became acquainted with our members and introduced each other, we didn’t spend a long time on discussion, and we would discuss more next time after each one became more familiar with the subject.
I developed a trip schedule by myself this week. I confirmed the tour to Las Vegas and booked a room where we would spend two nights in Los Angeles. The room’s price was very reasonable, it only cost $80.0 for two men for two nights. The location of the hotel was in downtown, which was totally fine to us. We could take any public transportation to wherever we want to visit. It was not easy to arrange a trip where we knew nothing. I just made out a general plan according to the information on the websites. I hope we can have a wonderful tour to Las Vegas and enjoy ourselves for the two days in Los Angeles.

