Tour in San Francisco 
I had heard of San Francisco from many movies before I came to US. For example, the Rock, a famous movie, was shot in the Alcatraz Island of San Francisco. After I come here, I was told that the well-known Silicon Valley is located in the southwest of San Francisco and the Golden Gate Bridge, a landmark of US, is also in this City. The more I learn about San Francisco, the more I am eager to visit it. 

Dasheng and I finally put our plan into practice on 24 Dec, 2010. Before we started off, we had made some preparation of referring to other’s tour experience and consulting the map over the internet. We made up our routine as following: go to San Francisco by BART and get off at the Powell Station, walk to the north along Stockton Street, then turn left into Beach Street and follow this street till reaching the Palace of Fine Art. According to the routine, we past through these scenes such as the Union Square, Chinatown, the Fisherman’s Wharf and the Palace of Fine Art. 

San Francisco is not only a prosperous city but also a tourism paradise with beautiful natural scenery. The Union Square is surrounded by many shops and luxurious hotels. A tall post with a statue on its top is erected in the middle of square and many people sit around for a rest. With narrow streets and crowded people, Chinatown of San Francisco is very similar to some suburban communities of China. Because of lack of places, they have no choice but to build small temples on the top floor of some shops or restaurants, which is interesting and a little amusing. The scenery of the Fisherman’s Wharf is my favorite. Facing the sea from the coast, I was intoxicated with the seascape beauty: the deep-blue sea was undulating in the breeze and the waves gently lapped against the shore; some sea lions were lying idly on the boards, some birds were standing on the both side of parapets and some were flying in the blue sky; the beautiful Alcatraz Island and the grand Gold Gate Bridge emerged far away. The Palace of Fine Art is so magnificent and majestic. It was absolutely worthy to walk 2 hours to take a look, though we can’t visit into the building since it was being redecorated. Two interesting things of San Francisco were kept in my mind deeply: the slope streets and the Cable Cars. Because the city was built on a hillside and most of streets were slopes, we must climb the steep streets with great difficulty. The Cable Cars, as a symbol of San Francisco, are still serving the public as a general traffic, whose pleasant ring still echoes in my mind.
