Weekly Report (April 15th-April 30th, 2011)
On April 18-20th, Lixia drove us to the city of Reno, the “Biggest little city in the world”. Our drive route from Albany to Reno was via Interstate 80 over Donner Summit (about 2000m), Therefore, we could enjoy the beautiful snowy scenery. Though I was born on a big mountain, I never saw the extreme climate change between the mountain-foot and mountaintop like here.
Reno is located in the north west of the State of Nevada and second largest tourist destination in Nevada. Of course, casinos are Reno’s most common visitor attraction. In Reno, the casino is not only for gambling but also for entertainment. I saw many old couples sitting in front of gambling machines with a bid of one or several cents for gambling. Additionally, most of visitors such us just go around and stay for a short time. The Grand Sierra hotel was free for two nights, and also gave free 5 dollars for trying gambling. During the trial, when we won, even just 5 cents, we cashed out immediately. Finally, we four people spent the 20 dollars free to cash out about 11dollars, of which 4.70 dollars I had won. From the experience, as the local people told us, it was difficult to win money through gambling. In China, gambling is forbidden. Additionally, China has thousands of years of gambling tradition;   therefore, many gamblers come to Macao. Recently, the income of gambling of Macao has increased quickly, almost four times more than Nevada. Many countries around China such as Russia and Thailand have seen the potential benefit of casinos and have built or are ready to build casinos nearby China. From my viewpoint, it is not an efficient method to completely forbid the gambling in China, the government should setup appropriate guidelines to explore the casino.
