Weekly Report (Feb  27th-Feb 30th, 2011)
     I was very thankful that the training program supported my participation in a three day training at U.S. CDC (Atlanta) from Feb 27th to 30th. It’s not only my dream, but also my boss’s wish that I visit U.S. CDC. The labs of U.S. CDC, maybe the richest lab I had ever visited, are equipped with top grade instruments. In a lab for monitoring the PAH metabolites of human urine, there are at least 5 high resolution mass spectrometry instruments and a special engineer from the instrumental company assigned to the lab for the maintenance of these instruments. Through this, the environment and human health can be examined simultaneously. I am more aware of the large gaps in the level of economy, society and technology between China and USA.
       In this training, I also saw cultural differences between China and USA. In China, the trainers always worry about the trainee’s feeling of being looked down on by them; therefore the trainers often base their training on something close to the trainee’s experience and status rather than the exact requirement of trainees. Normally, during the training, the trainers teach the framework of procedure instead of the detail unless the trainees ask for the detail. In this training, the trainers are very young and maybe they are most familiar with routine work. The trainers worked hard and told every detail to us, even including how to label the sample. To my surprise, the trainer would give the simplest questions such as the derivatization time and temperature time and again. These questions were very basic like being in primary school in China. Ruifang and I maybe were not accustomed to this and always answered later than Dongli. Dongli has lived in USA more than 8 years and knows well USA culture. Comparing training between USA and China, I can see two cultural differences, one is that the USA pays more attention to themselves (feeling) than China, moreover, focuses on individual freedom/thought than China. Another is that the USA are inclined to enjoy the details of problem (thing/action/ behavior), by contraries, Chinese prefer the primary part of problem (thing/action/ behavior). Therefore, for example, the USA food is often based on warm and fragrant dinner environment, beautiful decoration and appearance, and color stimulating the appetite as well as the good flavor and aroma, is more refined than Chinese food.
