Weekly Report (Jan 24th-Feb 7th, 2011)
      It was a good opportunity for me to participate in a two days’ course and three days’ conference of Mass Spectrometry Applications to The Clinical Laboratory(MSACL) from Feb 5-9th in San Diego. I was very thankful with the supplies from Fogarty.
     I took two courses including “Introduction of Mass Spectrometry” and “Metabonomics”. The course of “Introduction of Mass Spectrometry” was too basic for me, but it was a good chance for me to practicing English listening. The course of “Metabonomics” is very well, through the course I leaned the procedures, focused technologies, data analysis and corresponding free internet database and software involved metabonomics based on mass spectrometry.
     The conference contained industrial workshops, podium and poster. From the industrial workshops, I learned the updated advance of instruments in biomonitoring and metabonomics and how to use these instruments to solve problems involved biomarker’s chromatographic separation and identification based on tandem and high resolution mass spectrometry, and automation for the routine monitoring of a large number of samples.
I learned two parts in the podium, one is the advance of biomonitoring, another is the scientific spirit. Many international experts came here and gave their presentations involved the development and advance of biological monitoring, which expanded my field of vision to this subject. It was worthy for me to appreciate that some experts have high scientific spirit and persisted in a narrow focused study in their whole life. I also  met  Peyton Jacob from University of California at San Francisco, the author of a book- “Analytical determination of nicotine and related compounds and their metabolites” that I read in China. He gave us interesting presentation involved the determination of smoking biomarker 
Through the poster, I also learned a lot. A poster “A plot study on the determination of persistent organic pollutants in dried blood spots from new born screening program of New York State” is same as the project I am doing. Chunyang Liao,the author of this poster from State University of New York at Albany, agreed with me that the contamination from the DBS paper materials and environment is a focused technological difficulty. In view of the discussion with Chunyang Liao and the results I had gotten, the contamination with several times higher  than the exposure concentration of non-occupational population make the project more difficult.
