Weekly Report (Jan.3rd- Jan 23th, 2011)
      On Jan 9th and Jan 15th, Zhihai and I were pleased to be invited to Jianwen’s and Lixia’s homes, respectively. We are so thankful for their delicious Chinese food and entertainments, such as playing Ping-Pong, sightseeing and talking. I also felt that the American living quality or standard is much higher than China’s. In America, some products made in China are even cheaper than in China, and a house is cheaper than a Shanghai apartment. I have not known that why Guoquan bought a house in the countryside, except that he is rich.  Maybe he appreciates the American lifestyle-living in a quiet and wide field place. In recent years in China, especially in a megacity, such as Shanghai, the large population and limited land supply have made a house a rare and luxurious product, available only to the rich  or as a commercial investment. 
     On Jan 14th, a very nice day, Lixia took us out to visit the Golden Gate Bridge and hike the nearby mountain. The bridge is well known, because it was the longest suspension bridge span in the world when it was completed in 1937, and it has become one of most internationally recognized symbols of San Francisco. I feel it is worthy of its great reputation, in view of its construction techniques at that time, it’s majesty and it’s convenient connection between San Francisco and Marin Country. Because we had enough time, we not only walked the bridge but also got a perspective of the whole bridge from the hill nearby, I really felt the majesty of the bridge.
