Amy’s summary (6) --English   learning
Three months staying in the U.S is short, and to improve our English in such a short time is big challenge for us.  When I   first came here, I tried to find an effective way to improve my English communication ability, especially oral.  Jane and I basically have been learning English by means of reading, listening, watching movies and TV shows and talking to our English tutors.
1．English Tutor

Our tutor was Liz , and she came to our apartment every two weeks.  It was a very nice experience. We mostly did English conversations trying to improve our listening and speaking skills. Our topics include: U.S society and culture; shopping especially the the return/exchange policies; American’s main food; nice places to visit in the U.S. She corrected our pronunciation and introduced some new words which we didn’t use before.
2.  Reading and Comprehension.

Except learning from our English tutor and talking with the colleagues, reading is also a key method. We read some articles from websites, newspapers, magazines and books, most of the articles we read focused on daily life of people living in Bay Area. We wrote down the new words and some sentences we didn’t know, and then looked them up in the dictionary.  The next day, Jane and I recited the words we learned and had a small test to each other.
3. Watching DVDs and Television

Lixia and Tom Kim (one of our colleagues) brought us several movie videotapes with English subtitles.  We watched 15 movies; we didn’t use the subtitles in 5 movies which we thought were easy to understand.  Also, we watched TV programs everyday, focused on the news and some documentaries.
We also practiced our English through outdoor activities and other daily activities, both of us found our language ability have been improved.
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