	Activity:
	The visit to the Monterey County Health Department

	Date/time:
	Oct 3, 2006 10:00-12:00Am 

	Location:
	The Monterey County Health Department

	Participants:
	Rick Kreutzer, Lixia Zhang, Amy Jiang and Jane Xiong

	Purpose:
	To understand the health care situations at county level in CA

	Summary:
	

	The Monterey County Health Department has 9 divisions, including administration, animal services, behavioral health, clinic services, community health, emergency medical services, environmental health, office of the health officer, public guardian/conservator. We just visited some divisions and made a conversation with the staffs. 
The Monterey County has a population of more than 400,000, including the immigration population. The Health Department provides health-related services to County residents.  Its mission is: working to enhance, promote and protect the health of Monterey County’s individuals, families, communities and environment. The goal of the department is to (1) ensure the optimal capacity and infrastructure to carry out public health functions, (2) increase the number of individuals adopting and sustaining healthy and environmentally sound behaviors, (3) prevent, survey and control communicable diseases, (4) prevent and/or manage injuries and chronic disease and mitigate the associated disabilities, (5) assess and assure access to appropriate health care and services, (6) prevent and reduce the environmental risks to the public and our natural resources, and (7) prepare for and respond to health emergencies and disasters.
Counties in US are at the same level as to Shanghai’s district. So comparing the work characteristics, contents, modes, we find that many aspects between US county health department and shanghai district CDC are similar. The different is that the county health department implements some animal and rabies control, and mapping according the GIS. Another different is the county health department does some concrete primary care as our community health service. And we are both facing the same challenge of immigration people’s health care and disease control. 
As to the limited time, we just had a general impression of the health department of county level in CA. We feel that after SARS, our government has paid more attention to public health and community health service. The hardware of our district CDC and centers of community health services have already gained much improvement, and on some extent is better than Monterey health department. But as to some techniques practicing and management, the county health department here seems more mature and higher in quality. So we must do our bests to improve our software to reduce the gap, thus can we do truly effective service to the community residents.


