	Activity:
	Meeting Attending

	Topic:
	Brief Introduction of EHIB

	Date/time:
	Jan. 29, 2007, 3:00 pm – 4:30 pm

	Location:
	Rachel Carson Conference Room (P-3128), CDHS

	Participants:
	Richard Kreutzer, Lixia Zhang, Xiaodong Sun, Liang Chen

	Purpose:
	To know the mission and its actions of EHIB

	Summary:
1. Mission: The mission of the Environmental Health Investigations Branch (EHIB) is to protect the health of all Californians by assessing the association between health outcomes and the environment, and collaborating with communities to address their environmental health concerns. 
2. Structure: EHIB is a branch under the Division of Environmental & Occupational Disease Control. Richard Kreutzer is the branch chief. It has 5 Sections: Support Services Section, Environmental Epidemiology Section (Epidemiologic Surveillance Unit and Epidemiologic Investigations Unit), Exposure Assessment Section, Community Participation & Education Section, Site Assessment Section. There are many projects in or between the sections, and project leaders with their work teams.. 
3. Actions: EHIB’s actions include surveillance, exposure investigations, disease outbreak/cluster investigations, site assessments, epidemiological studies, policy development, and methods development etc. EHIB works with many other departments or agencies to concern health problems related to air, water, soil and food. They are trying to recognize if a certain hazmat has health threat to people; how does the hazard exist in the living environment; by which way people expose to it; how to decrease the exposure; how to control its concentration, and how to prevent people from adverse health effects.  EHIB’s projects are usually related to responding to emergency environmental health problems, investigating a toxic site, monitoring the concentration a kind of hazmat in the environments and the health condition of people exposed to it, providing technical assistance and training, preparing to meet the needs of emergency environmental health issues, assisting in the development of public health policy, initiatives and recommendations, etc. For example, There was a factory who's chromium contaminated the environment in Mendocino county,  then EHIB Conducted an assessment of its past emissions, trained local medical and mental health providers to be able to respond to patients Worked with the community to provide relevant health education forums, and advocated for medical monitoring of the community to be paid by the responsible party. Damp buildings support mold growth and other biological contaminants that may cause health problem for people, then EHIB printed many booklets to educate people how to do the prevention, pregnant women exposed to perchlorate may cause their infants’ thyroid hormone level abnormal.  Then EHIB began to monitor the concentrations in drinking water system and study the relationship between the exposures and the new births’ thyroid hormone levels.

	Comments: EHIB involves in many environmental health issues together with many other agencies. They do their jobs in order, and improve environmental health much. The mechanism to cooperate with different agencies is especially worth us to learn.   


