	Activity:
	Meeting Attending

	Topic:
	Quarterly Meeting of Fish Group

	Date/time:
	Jan. 24, 2007 10:00am-2:00pm

	Location:
	United Cambodian Families, 5506 Tam O’Shanter Dr. Stockton

	Participants:
	Alyce Ujihara, Jessica Kaslow, Rubi Orozco, Carlos Torres, Sophat Sorn, Susan Klasing, Margy Gassel, Elana Silver,  Xiaodong Sun, Liang Chen

	Purpose:
	To know how does the group’s quarterly meeting work

	Summary:
The fish group held its quarterly meeting in Stockton on January 24th. This meeting was titled as Local Stakeholder Advisory Group of the Delta Watershed Fish Project/Fish Mercury Project Quarterly Meeting. It mainly summarized the works of last year, and discussed the project plan of this year. Some people were awarded for their special contribution to project. To have a good result, an evaluation of 2006 & assessment of 2007 goals questionnaire was delivered to each participant. There were also exhibitions of media education outreaches and a presentation on Clean Water Action/Clean Water Fund.
The media education outreaches to public impressed most. One was a clip of video in Tai, it tells people don’t eat fish too much, because the rivers have been contaminated by hazardous chemicals. Another was an audio conversation between a man and a woman in Spanish as following. W: Fish is good for health; it’s delicious, low in saturated fats, and an excellent source of protein. M: But some fish come from contaminated areas. W: Chemicals can affect development. M: We need to be informed about what types of fish are safe to eat. W: Let’s follow health advisories wherever we go fishing. M: We can continue to enjoy fish, we just need to be informed! W: This is a message from the State of California. Although it’s very short and very simple, almost all people can understand what it says.
Several years ago, people noticed that the Delta watershed might have been contaminated by mercury and other hazardous chemicals due to human activities, such as historic mercury mining in the Coastal range and gold mining in the Sierra Nevada, and naturally occurring deposits. So, some projects have been conducted to do investigations and surveillance.
During August 2002-September 2003, the Environmental Health Investigations Branch (EHIB) of the California Department of Health Services (CDHS) conducted a needs assessment to identify specific populations that consume fish caught in the Delta watershed and their awareness, concerns, and information needs in Sacramento, San Joaquin, Lake, Placer, and Yolo.  The Delta Watershed Fish Project began then. It is an inter-organizational effort to reduce exposure to mercury and other chemicals in populations that consume fish caught in the Delta watershed. 
Later, many agencies participated in many different projects on the same purpose. California Bay-Delta Authority (CBDA) approved a $4.5 million proposal to examine mercury and other chemicals in fish in the Bay-Delta watershed, to increase public awareness of fish contamination issues and to monitor potential changes in mercury concentrations from marsh restoration projects in the Delta. Partners in this project include the San Francisco Estuary Institute, UC Davis, the California Department of Fish and Game, Moss Landing Marine Lab, the California Department of Health Services, and the California Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment.

	Comments: Many lakes, rivers have been contaminated by hazardous materials in China. Some have caused cancer and other serious diseases. We really need collaborations between different agencies to control the contaminations and prevent people from illness. 


