Xiaodong Sun
Activity XVI


	Activity:
	Conference Attending

	Topic:
	56th Annual Epidemic Intelligence Service (EIS) Conference

	Date/time:
	April 16th － 20th , 2007

	Location:
	Sheraton Midtown Hotel, 188 14th Street, Atlanta, Georgia

	Participants:
	Liang Chen, Xiaodong Sun, EIS officers and staffs from CDC or other Health Departments in United States

	Purpose:
	To learn the scientific topics on current epidemiology

	Summary: The EIS was of CDC established in 1951 following the start of the Korean War as an early warning system against biological warfare and man-made epidemics. The program, composed of medical doctors, researchers, and scientists who serve in 2-year assignments, today has expanded into a surveillance and response unit for all types of epidemics, including chronic disease and injuries. Over the past 50 years, EIS officers have played pivotal roles in combating the root causes of major epidemics. The EIS played a key role in the global eradication of smallpox by sending officers to the farthest reaches of the world; restored public confidence in the first polio vaccine after a defective vaccine led to panic; and discovered how the AIDS virus was transmitted. More recently, EIS officers have documented the obesity epidemic in the United States, helped states reduce tobacco use, and studied whether disease outbreaks were a result of bioterrorism. Many of the nation's medical and public health leaders, including CDC directors and deans of the country's top schools of public health, are EIS alumni/ae. 

In 1952, the first EIS Conference was held as a 2-day event devoted primarily to infectious disease-related topics. The EIS Conference began as a forum for 2nd-year EIS officers (epidemiologists-in-training) to demonstrate the quality of the work they had accomplished during the 2-year training program. Gradually, the conference began to include 1st-year EIS officers, as well as EIS alumni/ae. From the beginning, the primary function of the EIS Conference was to teach and provide presentations on cutting-edge science.

Through the 1950s, 1960s, and early 1970s, a small number of non-infectious disease topics, such as family planning, cancer, and birth defects, began to be included. By the mid-1970s, efforts were made to "balance" the presentations by having all components of CDC program areas represented, and by the early 1980s, the poster session became an integral part of the EIS Conference.The primary purpose of the EIS Conference is to provide current EIS officers a training experience for making scientific presentations. Additional purposes include 

1) providing an opportunity for scientific exchange regarding current epidemiologic topics; 

2) highlighting the breadth of epidemiologic activities at CDC; 

3) providing a setting for strengthening the EIS professional network among new, current, and former EIS officers; and 

4) providing a forum for CDC programs to recruit new EIS officers.
After an overnight flight, we arrived Atlanta in the early morning of April 15th. The conference began from April 16th, and ended on April 20th.The five days conference gave us an opportunity to listen to many kind of lectures, whose topics covered different kind of fields. such as communicable diseases, obesity, injury, etc. The issues related to these topics were mainly concerned about field investigation and research. The conference provide us not only with the professional learning opportunity, but also with the chance to meet, talk and communicate with the specialists and epidemiologists from CDC and all around the world. It was really excited for me to meet with many old friends from CDC, whom I had ever been familiar with during my CFETP (Chinese Field Epidemiology Training Program) training in Beijing 2 years before. Such as Bob Fountain, who is the long-term consultant of CFETP; James Mendline, who is the specialist on chronic disease; Anna Bowen, who is now working in the department in charge of the control and prevention of food-borne disease in CDC; and Fred Angulo, who is in charge of Anna’s department. And it was really another surprise for me to meet with 2 delegations from China CDC. The first one was a delegation of CFETP, whose headman was one of my classmates of the 3rd cohort of CFETP.  The second delegation from China CDC was a group of specialists with different majors, 2 of which were graduated from the 1st cohort of CFETP. I also met with a person from Thailand FETP, who was ever working in the Emergency Office of China CDC, and a person from Shandong Province, who is a vice chief of local CDC.
During the International Night, the Session of Field Epidemiology — Translating Science into Practice Around the World was held in Habersham Room. This session is cosponsored by the Division of Epidemiology and Surveillance Capacity Development (DESCD) in Coordinating Office for Global Health (COGH) at CDC and the Training Programs in Epidemiology and Public Health Interventions Network (TEPHINET). In the seven wonderful international lectures, there was one from China, whose topic was Mycobacterium abscessus Post-Injection Abscesses from Extrinsic Contamination of Multi-Dose Bottles of Normal Saline — Guangdong, China, December 2006, given by Jun Yuan who was a member of the 5th cohort of CFETP. Although Jun Yuan gave a nice talk on his investigation and on the result of analysis, the Presentation of William H. Foege Award was given to a Tajikistan Beauty Matluba K. Dehkanova, whose topic was An Outbreak Investigation of Leptospirosis — Fayezabad District, Tajikistan, April 14–22, 2006. The result of appraise through comparison by the experts group, whose members mainly came from CDC, showed some political trend in the international support of CDC. 

	Comments: Nowadays, many EIS officers were sent to developing countries, including China, to help them establish the Field Epidemiology Training Program, which is nearly the same model and has the same functions and objectives as the ones of EIS. For FETP developed well around the world, the EIS conference had become as an international meeting with the attending persons coming from different countries to provide the information related to Field Epidemiology and to share their experience with each other. Though the time was limited and compact, and the trip was tired, we are still glad to have the chance to attend this conference. And we really hope there would be more opportunities for us to attend this kind of meetings and to communicate with the experts from USA in future.
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