Xiaodong Sun
Activity XVII


	Activity:
	Conference Attending

	Topic:
	25th Western Regional Epidemiology Network Conference （WREN）

	Date/time:
	May 17th － 18th , 2007

	Location:
	Ashland Community Center, 59 Winburn Way, Ashland, OR

	Participants:
	Raymond Neutra, Daniel Smith, Svetlana Smorodinsky, Lori Copan, Lixia Zhang, Liang Chen, Xiaodong Sun, Specialists & Epidemiologists from California Environmental Protection Agency, Oregon Department of Human Services and Washington Department of Health
Emergency Response Management Committee

	Purpose:
	To discuss scientific topics related to environmental health, to share our work experience in China & Shanghai

	Summary: WREN (Western Regional Epidemiology Network) was an annually held conference among the specialists and epidemiologists from the state health departments of California, Oregon, and Washington. It had its start in 1983 as a one-day meeting added to the West Coast Epidemiology conference, held annually in October. As the focus of West Coast Epidemiology is communicable diseases, an alternative organization was needed for environmental epidemiology and toxicology, occupational and chronic diseases, and injury epidemiology. The objectives of this conference was to share our work and discuss mutual problems and emerging issues.  The duty of hosting rotates among the related departments in Oregon, and Washington. Ashland has served as the location, being about equidistant between the San Francisco Bay area and Seattle. From a one-day conference of about 20 people at the beginning, the conference have grown to two days meeting with as many as more than 30 attendees nowadays.
The conference began in the morning of May, 17th. Though the topics mainly covered the ones related to environmental epidemiology and toxicology, occupational and chronic diseases, and injury epidemiology, I still found some interesting presentations that I had ever met with for the first time. For example, the one named “The Sacramento Train Trestle Fire”, which was given by Shelley DuTeaux who was coming from Emergency Response Management Committee, California Environmental Protection Agency, told us how to keep public health interests from being railroaded in an emergency. The “camp fire” was reported to Union Pacific Railroad police dispatchers at about 6:00 on Thursday, March 15. What impressed me much was the high efficiency of the dealing with the emergency. By Saturday night, the fire was 100% contained - - 48 hours after it started. In an unprecedented work effort, crews were already a week ahead of schedule. Only 11 days, 8 hours, and 9 minutes, that’s how long it took from the first report of the fire until the first Union Pacific train crossed the rebuilt span. And on Saturday, March 31, all trains began operating on normal schedules on the new trestle - - a mere two weeks after the fire. It was unimaginable! At the same time, some agencies were also in charge of water quality testing in wetlands, drainages, river, to made protection efforts for the hygiene of wetlands, sensitive habitats, aquatic resources and Sacramento’s drinking water source. It was really a nice and hard work to do so! Other topics I was interested in much included: Emergency Response in Outbreaks of Non-Infectious Conditions, which was given by Steven C. Macdonald coming from Office of Epidemiology, Washington State Dept. of Health; Recycled Tires in Playground and Track Surfaces, given by the research scientist supervisor/project director Robert Schlag, M.Sc., working at Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment,
whom was the person I had ever met with when I paid the first time visit to Sacramento in the end of January. And though I had a chance to listen to the speech before, the California Environmental Health Tracking Program Tools, given by Svetlana Smorodinsky, was still one of the most interesting topics in this conference.
In the afternoon of May 17th, I gave a talk on “overview of public health emergency response and preparedness in China & Shanghai”. Though I have ever given the same talk in Environmental Health Investigation Branch (EHIB) during an biweekly epidemiological seminar, I was still a little bit nervous at that time. Firstly, I introduced some important definitions of Public Health Emergency Response and Preparedness used in China. Then my report turned to the topic on how the work we did in China and Shanghai on Response and Preparedness in the event of public health emergencies.
Ashland is a really nice place not only because of the beautiful scenery in the mountains, grassplots, creeks and parks, but also because of the Shakespeare Festival. We went to theatre to see a very famous play written by William Shakespeare in the evening of May 17th. Though I couldn’t well understand the play, named As You Like It, even the words the actors used, I did like it very well. It was also an unforgettable experience for me to see the drama in theatre for the first time.
After the conference, we had a nice trip to the National Redwood Park and some pretty breach area through highway 1, which I thought about as one of the most beautiful coast highway with some amazing scenery in the world.

	Comments: WREN is made up of Western state and local health department staff on the "front lines" of environmental, occupational, and injury epidemiology, toxicology, exposure assessment, and emergency preparedness. The annual conference serves as a forum to share experiences, present our findings, and discuss the work the staffs from those states engaged in. The presentations are less formal than at most scientific meetings and offer a greater opportunity to exchange ideas with the counterparts in other agencies. It was a good opportunity for me to attend this meeting and to communicate with the specialists from different majors and professions.
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