Xiaodong Sun
Activity II

	Activity:
	Meeting Attending

	Topic:
	Pesticide policy meeting

	Date/time:
	Jan. 19th, 2007, 10:00 am - 12:00 noon

	Location:
	Coastal Hearing Room, Headquarters Building, 1001 “I” Street, California Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Sacramento

	Participants:
	Martha Hamly, Liang Chen, Xiaodong Sun and other staffs from EPA.

	Purpose:
	To observe California’s pesticide policy process

	Summary: The pesticide policy meeting was often held on the 3rd Friday of every specified month (i.e., Jan, March, May, etc.), which was usually opened to the public. The meeting was held by Pesticide Registration and Evaluation Committee (PREC), and Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR), EPA. The purpose of the PREC is to foster communication and understanding among the parties represented on the committee and DPR. The Committee will provide advice and guidance to DPR on regulatory development and reform initiatives, evolving public policy and program implementation issues, and science issues associated with evaluating and reducing risks from the use of pesticides. With the participation of knowledgeable and affected parties, DPR expects to develop practical, protective approaches to addressing many pesticide issues. Martha, as the representative from EHIB, DHS, was one of the memberships of that committee.
Today’s meeting was divided into several parts: Firstly, Tobi Jones, who is the chair of this meeting, gave a lecture on Introductions of Committee Business and some important background of this meeting. Then Mr. Paul Gosselin, who is the Chief Deputy Director, DPR, gave a presentation on DPR’s Air Quality Initiative: Fumigant Emission Reduction Regulations. Thirdly, Mr. Paul Gosselin continued to give an overview of the Pesticide Component of the State Implementation Plan. After that, Margie Lopez-Read, who was from Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board, and Patricia Gouveia, State Water Resources Control Board gave a talk on Consideration of a Water Analytical Method for New Active Ingredients. The fifth part was coming from Mr. Pam Wofford, who belonged to Environmental Monitoring Branch, of which the topic was Interim Monitoring Results from Parlier Air Monitoring Study. The final part of this meeting was the discussion of the agenda items for next meeting (March 16, 2007).
The meeting provided a forum for public agencies to communicate with, and provide feedback to, DPR regarding pesticide regulatory, policy, and implementation issues. The objective for our attendance was to observe and become familiar with California’s pesticide policy process.

	Comments: The California’s pesticide policy process is one of the fairest, open and complicated one I have ever heard about. It shows that it should be very cautious and prudent for the government to make a policy, which is related to the public health to pass through before it could be distributed and carried out.
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