Xiaodong Sun
Activity VII


	Activity:
	Conference Attending

	Topic:
	Working Together for All Hazards Readiness - Chemical, Biological, Radiological / Nuclear, and Explosive Terrorism

	Date/time:
	Feb. 7th － 8th , 2007

	Location:
	Multi-Purpose Room, Monterey County Health Department, 1270 NATIVIDAD ROAD, Salinas, CA

	Participants:
	Gerry Guibert, Jessica Nunez de Ybarra, Kevin Chao, Rupali Das, Lisa Benton, Liang Chen, Xiaodong Sun, staffs from Monterey County Health Department and other local agencies.

	Purpose:
	To overview Chemical, Biological, Radiological/Nuclear, and Explosive Terrorism and share the experience with staffs from different agencies

	Summary: The conference was cosponsored and hosted by Monterey County Health Department. The persons who attended this conference included first responders including fire, hazard and law enforcement, clinical and public health laboratorians, public health and environmental health personnel, medical personnel including paramedics and emergency department staff, etc.
The purpose of this conference is to recognize circumstances that indicate a potential chemical, biological, radiological/nuclear, or explosive terrorist threat, incident or attack, to recognize symptoms associated with chemical, biological, radiological/nuclear, or explosive terrorism agents, to describe the public health response to a terrorism event, to explain the structure and function of the Laboratory Response Network for Bioterrorism (LRN), the Laboratory Response Network for Chemical Terrorism (LRN-C) and the Food Emergency Response Network (FERN), to describe how to collect and package clinical specimens for chemical analysis by the LRN-C, to describe environmental sampling and analysis procedures for terrorism events including preservation of evidence and “chain of custody”, to list types of federal assistance available after a terrorism event, to understand Pandemic Influenza and how the CA DHS Immunization branch is prepared. To share the experience acquired from the practice should also be included.
We all know that prompt, coordinated reaction to a terrorism event will save many lives and minimize damage to property. To be ready, everyone must understand not only his own role, but have an appreciation for the roles of his preparedness partners as well. This basic-level workshop enable all the attending persons to hear and interact directly with representatives from national and state agencies that support all-hazards readiness efforts. 

	Comments: In the presentations, the experienced faculty described systems in place for recognizing and responding to chemical, biological, radiological / nuclear, and explosives terrorism, emphasizing on the importance of communication and collaboration in an effective response.This workshop is very useful to those who may initially respond to an act of chemical, biological, radiological/nuclear or explosive terrorism. We also had the opportunity to practice what we had learned in the group exercise.
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