	Activity:
	Visiting Professor Tehwei Hu

	Topic:
	Tobacco Control

	Date/time:
	Jun 20, 2007, 10:00 am – 11:30 am

	Location:
	A meeting room on 4th floor, Warren Hall, UC Berkeley

	Participants:
	Tehwei Hu, Kreutza Richard, Lixia Zhang, Liang Chen

	Purpose:
	To know tobacco control in California and collaborative tobacco control projects between US and China

	Summary:
Dr. Tehwei Hu, a famous professor of Graduate School, Health Economics, Emeritus School of Public Health, University of California. He conducted many projects on tobacco control in US, and all in several developing countries. 
From him and his papers I learned, in California, there are many very strict regulations that forbid smoking in public places, and the government has a high taxation on tobacco consumption, and there are many tobacco control training courses. The population of smoking is new decreasing after many years’ various tobacco control activities in California. A certain percentage of the tobacco tax is used to do projects or activities on tobacco control.
He has been involved in tobacco control in China for more than 10 years, and has worked on several projects there to collect information of tobacco industry, detect the severity of population smoking situations, and raise the awareness of tobacco control in both levels of general population and the Chinese government.  Some projects were well done, some were not very successful. Due to the culture and economical reasons, the governments from different levels have not paid much concern on tobacco control.

One big surprise is that a ‘No Smoking in Office’ activity was even rejected by some provincial level CDC and high level hospitals.  There are 45% percent of doctors smoking, and some even smoke in front of patients. 
With over 350 million smokers, China accounted for more than one-fourth of the world's annual tobacco consumption in 2002.  In addition, these smokers affected an additional 460 million people (second-hand or passive smokers), most of whom are women and children. In other words, nearly two-thirds of the people in China have been exposed to cigarette smoke. The negative health repercussions of smoking are estimated to include about one million premature deaths in China each year. Second-hand smoking has also contributed to 45,000 premature deaths from smoking-related diseases, such as cardiovascular or heart diseases. If this pattern of smoking continues, premature deaths attributable to smoking can be expected to continue to rise and will result in two million deaths annually by 2020. This is really a big problem in China.

Dr. Hu thinks things are getting better now, the government officials in the Ministry of Health and the public health professionals in China have recognized the severity of the negative health impacts of smoking and have made efforts to discourage cigarette smoking through public health campaigns.  The national government has issued regulations to forbid smoking in certain public places.  
It is still far away from a good result could come.  To date, an important and effective tobacco control policy—increasing the tobacco tax—has not been adopted due to strong resistance from top officials in the Ministries of Commerce and Finance. Officials in these ministries fear that an increase of the tobacco tax would lead to a decrease in cigarette consumption, thereby reducing a major source of income for tobacco farmers, especially in the poor southwest regions, and more critically, lead to a loss of employment in the cigarette manufacturing industry and a loss of government revenue. Given that the industry produces 1.7 trillion cigarettes annually, the government believes that any decrease in tobacco consumption would also lead to a decrease in a major source of revenue for the central government.
When heard this, Dr. Richard Kreutzer, chief of EHIB, said, If the father understands that he shouldn’t smoke for the baby, the ministers should understand that they shouldn’t smoke for his country. 

Some sentences are extracted from Dr. Hu’s paper, see the following web page http://www.jamestown.org/publications_details.php?volume_id=415&issue_id=3861&article_id=2371464.


	Comments: 

Before the governments can pay much attention on tobacco control for the public health, doctors and health workers should take the lead without tobacco smoking, public education should be well done nation wide. 


