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Dinner in an American Family
On May 1(Saturday) Xiaoheng and I was invited by Pat and Alan to their house for dinner. The couple are teachers of English/American Culture Class. About 15 people were invited to their home. We have a happy time there.
This isn’t the first time for me be invited to dinner by Americans. When I was in China, foreign teachers form America had invited me to their home. In that time they treated us with Mexico food. In China, guest always take some gifts for the host. I am not sure which gift I should take. Maybe there have a lot of different etiquettes between here and China. So I search it on the web, some one suggested that guest can take a bottle of wine for the dinner or take a bunch of flowers for the hostess. And some suggested that for Chinese take some specialty from China as gift will be much better. I have taken several pieces of calligraphy work form China, so I decided to choose a piece of that as a gift.
In that day, we met at First Presbyterian Church of Berkeley. Most of guests invited are from China. Pat and Alan’s house is on the hill, so some friends have car picked us to there. Alan has a very beautiful three stories house. They hold the party on the third floor. From the window we can have a view of the ocean and the Gold Gate Bridge. In the dinner the host has lots of tasty cookies and several carbonated tea or juice beverages. I had some green tea, it’s a little different from we drunk in China. The main dish is pasta, I heard these kinds of food before but I never have a try. The noodles in the pasta are similar with Chinese noodle that made from various kinds of beans. They also prepared some kinds of salad, like vegetables salad, sea food salad and leafy salad, all these food are very delicious. I have a great dinner and made some new friends too. 
