My First Week in America

This is my first week that I spent in America; everything is new and interesting for me. I arrived at the San Francisco Bay Area on Mar 17.  From Mar 17 to Mar 20, I stayed at home to adjust the jet-lag and shopping daily necessities. 
Wangxi Hai and I tried to walk to the CDPH Richmond campus. We thought it would be difficult for us, but it was not too hard to locate it. We just followed the map and walked down the Bay Trail.  It took us roughly 2 hours to find it. On the way to Richmond campus, we saw many kinds of wild birds, it showed us the good environment here. I found that the air is very pure and the weather is very clean, it’s very sunny here too. The environment here is very different from Lanzhou.  My first day in the EHIB office was Mar 21, 2010 and Lixia introduced me and Wangxi to everyone in the branch, we also met Rick Kreutzer – our training advisor. Everyone was very friendly.  Rick, Lixia, Wangxi and I had a short meeting in Rick’s office. Rick gave us a brief introduction about the training program and asked some questions about our research. I found that Rick is such a gentleman with great humor. I felt very comfortable to talk with him and rarely feel nervous. On the weekend, Wangxi Hai and I went to Berkeley to take the church English class, after finished the class, we looked around on the UC Berkeley campus.  What surprised me was that the campus doesn’t have any walls, it is wide open and is completely integrated with the city, it looks so harmonious. At that moment, I have a very strong desire to know and to understand the university. On and around the campus I found many beggars/homeless, even one who has a laptop with a solar battery. He was surfing on the internet and telephoning someone.  This is a big shock to me.  In China it is impossible; those people would never be allowed to go into the university campus.  Maybe this is due to the difference culture between the United States and China.  It will be a big challenge for me to learn and understand the America culture well, but I will be very much interested in learning that.
