Dong Yuan’s summary of professional activities (1)

	Activity:
	Roundtable meeting for prioritizing and meeting community needs at hazardous wastes sites

	Date/time:
	Jan. 6, 2006 9:00Am- 4:15 Pm

	Location:
	2119 conference room, EHIB/DHS

	Participants:
	Rick kreutzer, Gayle windham, Liming Wu, Dong Yuan, staffs in SAS/EHIB, representatives from 10 communities, etal.

	Purpose:
	To set priority for most effective, site-specific activities and identify additional needed activities to nominate to ATSDR for their cooperative agreement or to be funded by other resources

	Summary:
	

	A staff in SAS/EHIB chaired the meeting. First all attendees introduced themselves, then Rick expressed warm welcome to all attendees and briefly introduced some works of EHIB as well as the relationship between human health and hazardous wastes sites. Because some representatives cannot come to the meeting, SAS prepared a telephone for them to participate by phone. Every representative from each community was given 5 minutes to describe their site situation by using only two sentences, and tell SAS what the community’s needs are at a particular site of concern, what activities were currently conducted by SAS/ATSDR, what needs remain unmet. Then SAS staffs gave a brief introduction of DHS/EHIB history on working on local sites, the ATSDR’s legislated mandates, health assessor’s role, epidemiologist’s role, and the health educator’s role. As to how congress determines funding, SAS staff gave a detailed description of funding goals, performance measurement and evaluation. 

SAS staffs classified activities and community needs into three categories: 1. Those needs can not be included into ATSDR specially mandate, 2. Needs that can be met with ATSDR, 3. Needs that can be met through other approaches. As to the items in each classification, attendees performed a warm discussion and they finally have reached an agreement. As to how to conduct community education, different communities have different comments, but they all figured out that the health education and health promotion need comprehensive cooperation such as state, local, community and legislation etc. All of them want SAS to host periodic workshops to coordinate with various departments and communities to meet the community needs.

	Comments:
	

	I think the roundtable meeting is an effective format for SAS/EHIB to conceptualize the needs of communities near toxic sites, and to prioritize the most needed site-specific activities. This format allows communities to participate in health strategy planning and to express their opinions and ideas effectively.

Shanghai, as a rapid developing city, is confronting serious environmental challenges: How to know community needs?  How to set priorities for a community at risk and how to carry out health education? The format that EHIB set up is very useful for us. 


