Dong Yuan’s summaries of professional activities (3)

	Activity:
	Tour in Natural Bridges State Beach

	Date/time:
	All day on Feb, 14

	Location:
	Natural Bridges State Beach, 2531 West Cliff Drive, Santa Cruz, CA

	Participants:
	Lixia Zhang liming Wu, Dong Yuan

	Purpose:
	Enjoy the beauty of Natural Bridges and think the Environment protection in USA

	Summary:
	

	Feb, 14th, it is a sunny day, a little hot and a little breeze. We, including Lixia, Liming and I together went to the famous natural bridges state beach to enjoy the natural beauty. It took us one and a half hour by car to get there.

Woo, natural bridges state beach is so beautiful. A magnificent oasis of natural beauty located between the edge of the ocean and the outer limits of the city, Santa Cruz. It is actually a haven for the outdoor enthusiasts. It was the first time for all of us to natural bridges state beach. From its website, we know it is the home in the west coast for thousands of monarch butterflies during the winter time, the peak season is from mid-October to late January
We first watched the video tape of monarch butterfly in the visiting center to get basic information of its migration and life cycle. A cliff in the state park is eroded by many years wash of see water. In the early 1900s, there were three arches carved by nature out of a sandstone cliff inspired the naming of Natural Bridges. After finishing activities in visiting center, we walked along a boardwalk into the heart of the grove and took a look at the milkweed patch. Although it is pity we did not see the butterfly (they left one month earlier than usual), the protected original patch gives me a great impression. At last we hiked to the beach to catch sight of the natural bridge, and relaxed and played in the sand, enjoyed the sun and tide pools. 

	Comments:
	

	Besides I am greatly impressed with the beauty of the Natural Bridge, the consciousness of environment protection in each tourist and each facility also gives me specific impression. For instance, when we were in visiting center, I read a lot of booklet indicating that on your adventure to the tide pool, please leave all plants and animals attached to the rocks. Do not pry them off and this may harm or kill them.

Meanwhile the park has established a series of regulations for environment protection, such as no collecting, no fire and glass container etc. They ask tourists to stay on designated trails to prevent erosion. 

I also got a brochure, which teaches concerned residents how to make a butterfly garden. The brochure briefly explains how to select plants that specifically attract the species of most common butterflies in their area, and list the plant names and the butterfly they attract. 

We have only one earth, protecting environment is to protect ourselves. We should not  stay in saying to protect environment every day, but to take actions to make our earth more beautiful. Social and economic development sometimes conflicts with environment protection.  How to balance them is always a challenge. 


