Dong Yuan’s summaries of professional activities (4)

	Activity:
	Attending South Coast Air Quality Management District Asthma Conference

	Date/time:
	February 17, 2006

	Location:
	Millennium Biltmore Hotel Conference room, Los Angeles, CA

	Participants:
	Dong Yuan, Liming Wu and Rick Kreutzer et al.

	Purpose:
	Realize the health benefits of reducing regional air quality levels, especially for our children and their future.

	Summary:
	

	Asthma is becoming a more important public health issue, attracting more attention from different societal hierarchies. Asthma has reached an epidemic level in the USA, with an estimated 20 million American suffering from it. The impact of asthma include about 5000 deaths annually, over 14 million lost school day, and more than $16.1 billion in health care expenses and lost productivity. In California, approximately 2.5 million people are diagnosed with asthma, among of whom 500,000 are children. 

On February 17, Liming and I, as well as Rick, went to LA to attend the conference on asthma control and the relationship between the prevalence of asthma and air quality. The conference is expected to become an annual event, will bring together experts from health care, the public and private sectors, environmental and community-based organizations to explore solutions of prevention and control of asthma and air pollution. The meeting’s main goal is to look at the role of air pollution and explore asthma cause/management, highlight a world-renowned study on asthma and children’s health, propose recommendations for policy makers on asthma prevention and management. In the conference, a boy with asthma gave an inspiring story about how he achieved success in the face of adversity.

	Comments:
	

	The meeting gave me a big impression. Firstly the meeting was organized very well, and lots of students from UCLA came to site as volunteers to help out with registration, guidance, and meeting material distribution etc. Since many people were from the local communities, they might have very little knowledge of asthma; this meeting was a very effective way to perform health education. Secondly I was very surprised that the government officials have played a big leading role in asthma control. Different sectors of the state government gave speeches about their attitudes in dealing with air quality and asthma prevention, which got a big response from the community people. Thirdly the meeting has got lots of support from health care department, media as well as motor vehicle manufactory which is the source of air pollution. This impressed me very greatly. 
Public health, from the literal meaning, we know it is about the public issues on health. So doing well in public health requires the joint participation of health care, government, public and private sectors, community-based organizations and the local communities. That is one of reasons that public health has achieved a great level in the US.


