Dong Yuan’s summaries of professional activities (5)

	Activity:
	Case study about the injury surveillance

	Date/time:
	February 14th, 9:30am—11:00am

	Location:
	EHIB

	Participants:
	Dong Yuan, Liming Wu, Lixia zhang, and Danial Smith.

	Purpose:
	Learn how to set up an injury surveillance and make assessment of health impact of injury

	Summary:
	

	Danial Smith gave us the case material in advance, and he asked us to preread it carefully and answer all the questions as a homework. 
On Februsay 14, Danial smith facilitated this case study for us in the Alcatraz conference room. We performed calculation and engaged in warm discussion of the topic. We also went through all the questions asked in the material.
This case study give us various information about how to collect childhood injury data from the existing sources; how to set up priorities in a surveillance system etc. Before carrying out a specific surveillance, it is useful and appropriate to conduct a passive surveillance to obtain some related data for YPLL calculation. When we decide to do surveillance, we must keep sensitivity and specificity in our mind, so it is essential to have an accurate appropriate definition of cases. A real case should have four components: geographic areas, age groups, time periods and injury types that you are interested in.
Surveillance system can demonstrate the trend of special diseases over a long time. It has been proved very useful in both describing the epidemiology characteristics of certain diseases and assessing the effectiveness of intervention strategies.

	Comments:
	

	From this case study, I have learned more about the epidemiology and public health. Case studies in applied epidemiology has been developed by USA CDC and usually be used in various training activities. Now in China national CDC, similar training activities are conducted such as the field epidemiological investigation.

Case study is ideally suitable for adult learning especial for those who have great practice experience but with limited theoretical knowledge. The US CDC uses real cases to teach complex concept. I think case study provides basic thinking strategies for us to solve the real problems in public health field. Case study also allows each student to contribute to the learning environment based on his/her own experience, so the students can learn from each other besides the instructors. I think case study is very helpful and fun. 




