Dong Yuan’s summary of professional activities (7)

	Activity:
	Meeting with Lida Tan in US EPA region 9 office

	Date/time:
	March 28, 2005

	Location:
	75 Hawthorne Street, San Francisco, CA

	Participants:
	Rick, Lixia, liming, Dong, Lida Tan, Keith A. TaKata, Patrick Wilson, Pam Tsai

	Purpose:
	Explore the aim of US EPA region 9 and get basic ideas about the scientific and technical cooperation in the field of environmental Health between China and USA

	Summary:
	

	US EPA Region 9 office works to protect public health and the environment in the southwestern United States. Recently EPA’s region 9 has created a pacific southwest strategic plan, which sets out the Region's goals for the next five years and describes how they intend to achieve a cleaner, healthier environment. The strategies, tools and programs highlighted in the plan work toward achieving the five national goals of clean air and global climate change, clean and safe water, land preservation and restoration, healthy communities and ecosystems, and compliance and environmental stewardship.
On March 28 2005, we visited the EPA's Region 9 office. Lida Tan, together with other 3 environmental toxicologists gave us a warm reception in their conference room.  First, she made a brief introduction about their EPA and the purpose of their ongoing visit to China. She told me that she will serve as an interpreter to a US EPA visiting delegation during the China trip. This time, they will discuss with China EPA to pursue future collaboration. We are very interested in the further cooperation in the field of environmental science between China and USA.
Rick briefly introduced the Cal-China environmental health training program and the activities performed in this program: bi-national environmental health conference, training of Chinese trainees form Shanghai CDC, symposiums, and research projects. Meanwhile I also introduced the progresses the Shanghai Environmental Protection Agency has made in the recent years.  Lida Tan’s group is interested in the remedy of Huangpu river in Shanghai, and we also exchanged some ideas about the risk assessment and environmental hazards management.   

	Comments:
	

	There is big organization structure difference between the US EPA and China Environment Administration Agency. But they both have the same goal of protecting the environment and human health. With the development of society and economy, we all face the same big challenge involving environmental ecology, water recourse protection and restoration, etc. Different countries may have their own successful experiences; the collaboration and experience exchange among countries seem to be a useful and effective way to better protect our environment.


