California-China Environmental Health Training Program
Training Activities of Liming WU

Issue: Roundtable Meeting of Site Assessment Section (SAS), Environmental Health Investigations Branch (EHIB), California Department of Health Services (CDHS)

Date/Time: January 6, 2006   9:00am ~ 4:00pm

Location: Rm 2119, Bldg P, CDHS Richmond Campus
Participants: Rick, Gayle, Tivo, staffs of SAS & community stakeholders

Summary:

This is the first time for me to attend EHIB meeting. The purpose of the meeting is to prioritize the most effective, site-specific activities sanctioned by the funder, the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR), and to identify additional needed activities to nominate to ATSDR for their cooperative agreement or to be funded by other resources. 

The meeting was consisted of three parts. Firstly, SAS organized the community stakeholders to show their opinions according to the prepared outlines, including:

· Using two sentences to describe their sites.

· What were the community’s needs at the particular site of concern?

· What activities were conducted by SAS or ATSDR?

· What needs remain unmet?

Secondly, the staffs of SAS introduced the background of ATSDR, the activities of SAS and their constraints respectively. Thirdly, SAS collected and analyzed the needs from attendees, then separating the activities into three levels, including: (1) it is a public problem, but not specifically ATSDR mandate; (2) needs that can be met with ATSDR mandate; and (3) needs to be met through other approaches. After communicating with community stakeholders adequately about the feasibility, SAS transferred some items to the other levels in order to meet the practical situations. In the process of communication, I found that community stakeholders also provided a lot of good suggestions to SAS for implementing activities, such as to coordinate with the other agencies and organizations including federal, state, city and community and host workshop, etc.
Comments:
This kind of meeting is a very useful approach to carry out risk communication and to choose priorities. The general public can express their concerns and needs through their representatives. Officials and scientists can collect residents’ expectations and explain their constraints in detail directly. It is very useful to make a scientific and acceptable plan. In Shanghai, we also focus on how to get the real expectations and needs from residents. However, we have never hosted a meeting like this. We usually conduct a survey using questionnaires to get information. I think this face-to-face meeting can get more accurate, actual and sensitive information than questionnaire investigations. This meeting is of great benefit to me.
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