California-China Environmental Health Training Program
Training Activities of Liming WU

Issue: Division of Environmental and Occupational Disease Control (DEODC) Emergency Response Exercise
Date/Time: January 9, 2006   9:00am ~ 12:00 noon

Location: Conference center, Bldg.B, CDHS Richmond Campus
Participants: members of DEODC Bioterrorism Teams (BT)
Summary:

During this week, DEODC officials held three times emergency response exercises. I attended the 2nd and 3rd exercises in order to get deep understanding of such drill. The purpose of this exercise is to describe the resources, roles, and responsibilities of DEODC in responding to chemical or hazardous material and contaminating incidents which impact the public health and which overwhelm the capacities of local authorities to respond to the incident.
Firstly, Dr. Neutra, chief of DEODC, introduced the goals of the meeting, the attendees and his/her responsibility in the team. Secondly, he introduced a real accident scenario. Then he read Incident Command System diagram and role descriptions according to the scenario. Thirdly, after describing another imaginary scenario, Dr. Neutra raised several questions for the attendees, including epidemiologic assistance, laboratory support, risk communication, administrative support etc. Focused on those questions, the attendees had carried out a warm discussion. Fourthly, Dr. Neutra summarized the exercise processes and results. At last, every attendee filled out an evaluation form and provided suggestions about this exercise and responding plan to DEODC.

Comments:
After “9.11” and SARS, the US government has paid more and more attention to dealing with various emergencies including terrorism, criminal attack or accident to ensure the general public health and safety. Duty offices have also established emergency response plans, but how to ensure that the plans are available and effective is troublesome. After attending the exercise, I found that this form of exercise is a very practical and suitable approach. Because doing this kind of exercise together can enhance communications between plan-makers and BT team members. Above all, as an attendee, every BT team member must consider how to dispose the situation by himself/herself. Subsequently by discussing and challenging mutually, BT team members can realize his/her shortcomings and plan-makers also can find out the shortages of plans easily. After the whole exercise, every BT team member can understand his/her roles, responsibilities, resources adequately and deal with emergency properly. The responding capacity was improved.
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