California-China Environmental Health Training Program
Training Activities of Liming WU

Issue: “Communities Coming Together to Explore Environmental Links to Breast Cancer” Town Hall Meeting on Breast Cancer and the Environment
Date/Time: January 21, 2006    9:00 a.m. ~ 4:00 p.m.

Location: 12th floor Conference Room, Kaiser Permanente Oakland Medical Center, 280 W. MacArthur Blvd., Oakland
Participants: Ken Olden, Sandra Steingraber and community members, public health officials, advocacy organizations, researchers and so on
Summary:

This is a community-based meeting for preventing breast cancer due to environmental harmful factors. It was moderated by Janice Barlow, Executive Director, Marin Breast Cancer Watch (MBCW). Meeting speakers included Ken Olden, director emeritus of National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences; Robert Hiatt, director of Population Sciences and deputy director of UCSF Comprehensive Cancer Center; Mary Helen Barcellos-Hoff, head of Department of Cancer Biology, Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratories; Lawrence Kushi, associate director for Etiology and Prevention Research, Kaiser Permanente Oakland Medical Center; Amold Perkins, director of Alameda County Public Health Department. The topics covered breast cancer preventing prospect, laboratory methodology study, epidemiology research, ethnic and health inequities. After lunch, I attended the No.1 session about inequities in Breast Cancer and Environmental Exposures. There were two reports about the projects carried out at the bay area. At the end of the meeting, Sandra Steingraber, the author of Living Downstream: An Ecologist Looks at Cancer and The Environment, and Having Faith: An Ecologist’s Journey to Motherhood, made a keynote address. She called on researchers, public health organizations and the general public to pay more attention to the relation between various environmental hazards and breast cancer to better  prevent and control the disease and to improve the quality of lives for breast cancer survivors.
Comments:
Some topics and ideas of this meeting are very interesting, such as traffic pollution and breast cancer, new methodology for experiment study, etc. Before this meeting, I always thought that environment exposures were not the primary cause of breast cancer comparing to drinking water, diet and nutrition. However, after getting much valuable information from current research results, I found out traffic pollution also is an important source. In Shanghai, breast cancer has been listed on the top rank during recent years. Coincidentally, there has been a dramatic increase in the number of vehicles on the road. Does it imply that we should think much of traffic pollution ascribing to causing breast cancer? The Department of Cancer Prevention in SCDC can provide the entire breast cancer data. And Shanghai EPA also has integrated air pollution data. If we strengthen collaboration and attempt to adopt several more appropriate assessment and analysis methods, we will gain more interesting results.
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