California-China Environmental Health Training Program
Training Activities of Liming WU

Issue: meeting of CDC EPHTB Site Visit with CEHTP

Date/Time: February 8, 2006    9:30 a.m. ~ 12:00 noon

Location: Rm.3139, Bldg.P, CDHS Richmond Campus
Participants: Rick, Paul, Eric, members of California Environmental Health Tracking Program (CEHTP) and two Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) experts
Summary:

This meeting was moderated by Dr. Paul English, PI of CEHTP. Firstly, Paul made a review of the program accomplishments to the CDC experts. Secondly, Dr. Eric Roberts, the pilot project manager, made a presentation to introduce the two demonstration projects’ updates. After a short break, CDC experts and program members had an adequate conversation about the achievements and new plan.
Comments:
California Environmental Health Tracking Program (CEHTP) is a part of National Environmental Public Health Tracking Program which began in 2001. The goals of CEHTP include the following: (1) build a sustainable and integrated environmental public health tracking network; (2) enhance environmental public health tracking workforce and infrastructure; (3) disseminate information to guide policy, practice, and other actions to improve the public health; (4) advance environmental public health science and research; (5) foster collaboration among health and environmental programs. In terms of the targets, EHIB has carried out two demonstration projects during the past four years. One is the traffic-related pollutants and adverse reproductive outcomes/ asthma exacerbations in Alameda County. The other is the Central Valley, South Coast Children’s Environmental Health Tracking Project. Before this meeting, they had already finished the final report summarizing the whole processes and results.
While the economy is developing rapidly, the rank of death cause in Shanghai is changing dramatically too. The chronic non-communicable diseases such as cardiovascular disease, respiratory disease and cancer have moved up to the higher ranks in stead of the communicable diseases. Furthermore, the current researches have also indicated that these cases are always related to the various environmental hazards, including chemical, physical and biological factors. Thus, the whole environment plays an remarkable and important role in human development and health. However, the characteristics of environmental hazards comprise low dose, multiple approaches and diverse health outcomes generally. How to identify the health risk of environmental hazards and make priority are bewildering. By reading final report and attending the meeting, I think CEHTP is a good approach for us. In Shanghai, there are several monitoring systems built up by different agents. Shanghai Health Bureau have vital statistical system, birth defect record, cancer report system, drinking water quality monitoring system, infectious disease surveillance system and hospitalization data; Shanghai Environment Protection Administration has established the city air quality monitoring system; Shanghai Meteorological Bureau has the complete climate change data; the Traffic Department has known the situation of motor vehicles; Shanghai government also has the energy-consuming data in detail. Now, the major duty of ours is to build up a public platform to combine the different monitoring system and use the data adequately for protecting public health. The integrated environmental health monitoring project in community started in 2005 is a good beginning for us. After learning from CEHTP, I think we can make the goals, resources, analysis methods and evaluating approaches of our project more definite, reasonable and systematic.
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