America Culture Class

In addition to the epidemiology and biostatistics training, the California - China Environmental Health Training Program also focuses on the exchange of culture between the two countries. So we take America Culture Class on weekend in First Presbyterian Church of Berkeley.

We went to the church on March 30, to meet Ms. Vivian Ho, the organizer of the class. As an early immigrant to the U.S.A., Ms. Ho is devoted to helping the newcomers become familiar with the American culture and adapt in American society quickly. It’s hard to believe that she persists on doing so for nearly 20 years, without any decrease in enthusiasm. Although we had never met before, Ms. Ho treated us warmly, which made us feel at home at once. We also met Bob and Marie, an America couple, who will help us greatly in the future class. 

On April 13, we have our first class. The agenda is a brief introduction to California geography and early history, following with a trip to Oakland Museum of California. Ms. Ho and other volunteers are so considerate that they even prepare Chinese traditional snack for us. Bob made an excellent presentation, which was highly praised by all the audience. After the one-hour lecture, the volunteers drove us to the museum. Our driver, Ms. Ben, a kindly American Grandma, has been a volunteer for 50 years. As a retired teacher, she gave us a detailed tour at the museum. You cannot help be moved when you see her explain each item with great passion. 

The America Culture Class provides us a good opportunity to have contact with ordinary American people. Most of them are so kind and warm-hearted that it makes me reconsider the value of life. I can see from their happiness that the value of life is giving, instead of taking. 
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