Activity Summary of Ye Lu


Cooperation solves problems, not complicate them

During my six months of staying in U.S.A., I notice an important phenomenon that there are multiple government agencies to deal with similar public health issues. I wonder how they cooperate with each other to solve problems instead of complicating them.

A good example is the AVIAN Influenza emergency response system. Table 1 shows the AI response agencies in California. We can see that different levels of agencies are responsive for different areas of AI emergency response. So far as I understand, in case of AI outbreak, if it is limited among poultry or wild birds, corresponding state and federal agencies will be involved depending on the prevalence, occupational health agencies, and need to prevent infection from poultry or wild birds to human being. If there is occurrence among population, then all the local, state and federal public health agencies will get involved. Under both of the circumstances, environmental agencies will take care of the disposal. In fact, on food born outbreak, CDC, FDA and CDPH will also cooperate in investigation.   

Table 1 AI response agencies in CA

	
	Federal
	State
	Local

	Poultry
	USPA
	CPFA
	

	Wild Birds
	DOI, USFWS
	CDFG
	

	Public Health
	CDC
	CDPH
	LHD, EHD

	Occupational Health
	CDC, NIOSH, FDA
	Cal/OSHA, CDPH
	

	Disposal
	EPA
	Cal/EPA
	EHD


Another example is the cooperation among EPA, CDC and EHIB of CDPH. All of the three agencies cooperate on environment health researches such as pesticides and lead. In case of an environmental problem, CDC will evaluate the immediate effect on population, while EPA will follow up to investigate the long term effect. Both of the two federal agencies will cooperate with EHIB of CDPH during their investigation.

Although the government agencies seem overstaffed at first glance, they are set to do complimentary work, in stead of redundant work. I believe that a good cooperation will make solve problems and not complicate them.

