April 29, 2008

The Impression of Visit “Workers’ Memorial Day” Display
April 28 is workers’ memorial day of US. It has been an annual event to commemorate working people on the job since 1989 in US. The Occupational Health Branch (OHB) has a display at the CDPH Richmond campus to introduce the situation on serious injuries among California’s workforce during 2007 and the work that OHB staffs are doing to protect workers. 
At noon of that day, both Ye and I went to the show place. We looked at the information display of death on the job in 2007 and talked with the OHB staff about prevention and control of occupational health, workers’ professional medical insurance in California. Though it was a short show, We still get much information about Occupational Health of California from it. In spite of   significant improvements in working conditions, but the toll of workplace injuries, illnesses and deaths remains enormous. Each year, thousands of workers are killed and millions more are injured or diseased because of their job. The occupational health is increased emphasis on public health and prevention over the California statewide. OHB staffs and experts not only devote to improving worker health and safety, but also work to prevent injury and illness on the job before they happen. They also pay more attention to recognize emerging occupational diseases, such as butter flavor chemical harms workers, waste handing hazards , garment workers’ musculoskeletal pain, avian flu a new threat to poultry industry workers, wildlife biologists and other high-risk workers. They promote the prevention and safety training, provide technical assistance to prevent work-related injury and illness.
After visiting the display, I have a deep impression about OHB and have primary concept about their works and projects. Though my work field is different with them, their works also give me a great mind in my field. We should strengthen the communicable diseases and infectious diseases surveillance in occupational workers.         Written by Xi Zhang
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