Activity Summary of Ye Lu


Independence Day of the United States
During our stay in the United States, the most important holiday is the Independence Day. Independence Day, commonly known as the Fourth of July, is a federal holiday commemorating the adoption of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776, declaring independence from the Kingdom of Great Britain.
From the American culture class at First Presbyterian Church of Berkeley, I learned the history of the Independence Day. During the American Revolution, the legal separation from Great Britain occurred on July 2, 1776, when the Second Continental Congress voted to approve a resolution of independence that had been proposed in June by Richard Henry Lee of Virginia. After voting for independence, Congress turned its attention to the Declaration of Independence, a statement explaining this decision, which had been prepared by a committee with Thomas Jefferson as its principal author. Congress debated and revised the Declaration, finally approving it on July 4. From the outset, Americans celebrated independence on July 4, the date shown on the Declaration of Independence.
On Independence Day, I saw a lot of streamers and balloons colored red, white, and blue, the colors of the American flag. Even the See’s Candy’s chocolate was wrapped by paper with the color of red, white, and blue. There were a lot of outdoor celebrations. Families celebrated Independence Day by hosting or attending a picnic or barbecue. Many cities had parades in the morning and fireworks displays in the evening. 
Although I did not go to see the Bay area firework in person, I saw on TV the 4th of July Fireworks in Washington DC, New York and Boston. Each of them had different characteristics. In DC, the National Mall, with Washington DC’s Monuments and the U. S. Capitol in the background, formed a beautiful and patriotic backdrop to America's Independence Day celebrations. In NYC, the theme of the largest firework in the country was "America Dances" and the musical score featured dance-themed tunes. In Boston, the fireworks took place along the Charles River. The famous Boston Pops Orchestra played classic music and popular songs by turns and provided the audience great enjoyment. All of these fireworks were accompanied by patriotic songs such as the national anthem ("The Star-Spangled Banner"), "God Bless America", "America the Beautiful", "My Country, ‘Tis of Thee", "This Land Is Your Land", "Stars and Stripes Forever", etc. 

In a word, the Independence Day was associated with fireworks, parades, barbecues, picnics, concerts, and various other public and private events celebrating the history, government, and traditions of the United States.
