May 18, 2008

Oregon Cave Tour: National Monument
Oregon Cave tour was an enjoyable experience.
After the WREN Conference, Lixia drove us to famous Oregon Cave and Red wood national park. Long distance driving is really a hard job.  
We arrived at the Cave about 1:30 pm, May 17.  The guide led twelve tourists to explore the cave. The whole trip lasted 90 minutes. The guide’s tour was filled with lively and vivid descriptions. Oregon cave, National Monument is located in the Siskiyou Mountain range of Southwest Oregon, which is part of the Klamath Mountains. The cave at Oregon Caves National Monument is a solution cave formed in a marble outcrop. The Cave is not big in size but rich in diversity. An active marble cave and underground stream reveal the inside of one of the world's most diverse geological regions. There are about 5～6 rooms in Monument Cave. We walked along the narrow way up and down. There are many places where bending while walking is required. The guide told us about unique ecosystems above the ground in the old-growth forest and below ground in the cave system. These ecosystems blur in the twilight zones of caves (the area of the cave near opening to the forest where the lighting is twilight-like). You will find photosynthetic plants such as mosses in this area, and larger animals found in the cave depend on the forest for food such as bats, and woodrats. There is a deep connection between the forest and the cave. In the cave there are many differently shaped marble rocks that are very beautiful and fantastic. 
It was really a strenuous nature tour. We encountered a variety of caving challenges, including climbing and descent over rocky slopes and boulders, on hands and knees crawling, belly crawling, and walking over uneven rocky surfaces with potentially wobbly rocks. This tour also show me that the cave is protected very well and the guide always reminded tourists not touch marble rock, or moss to keep the cave nature including animals, fungi, and bacteria alive.                              Written by Xi Zhang
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