Public Transportation in USA
Before I came to USA, I was told by my friends to bring my driving license with me and rent a car for the convenience of life. “In USA, you can go nowhere without a car.” They said,” especially for you guys who are used to driving in China.” But things turned out differently after I arrived in USA. Public transportation in USA is so convenient that I can go to a lot of places. 
Our apartment is near the El Cerrito BART station. Everyday, we walk 10-15 minutes to the station, take the BART and transfer the free shuttle to work. For us without cars, this is rather convenient. BART, which stands for Bay Area Rapid Transit, is a heavy rail public rapid-transit system serving the San Francisco Bay Area. It comprises 104 miles (167 km) of track and 43 stations. It is an electric vehicle and is green to the environment.
Another advantage of BART is that it connects to other local transportations, thus expands the areas passengers could arrive via public transportation. BART connects to San Francisco's local light rail system, the Muni Metro, and could take you to all the famous sights of the city. I have taken BART and transferred to Muni to Fisherman’s Wharf, Golden Gate Park, Golden Gate Bridge and Palace of Fine Arts. BART connects to services of VTA (the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority). I once took BART and transferred the LRT (light rail train) of VTA to visit the Silicon Valley. I saw headquarters of world famous hi-tech companies such as Yahoo, Google, eBay, Cisco, Intel, Microsoft; et al. BART also has direct connections to two regional rail services – Caltrain and Amtrak. I once took BART and transferred to Caltrain to visit Stanford University. I attended an outdoor sculpture walk tour and explored the Stanford campus and its extensive outdoor collection of 20th-century sculpture. Without BART and its connection to local public transportation, I would never go to these places on my own to enjoy the variety of American culture.
Besides, BART offers fare discount when you transfer to bus service. Although the amount of the discount is little, it encourages passenger to take public transportation. In fact, compared to driving, the cost of public transportation to the same destination is always lower. Nowadays when the price of gas keeps on rising, public transportation has become the first choice to more and more travelers.
Other cities in USA have the same well-developed public transportation system. The New York City, for example, has one of the most extensive public transportation systems in the world. The New York City Subway, with 468 stations, is also notable for running 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. It has nearly twice as many daily riders as every other rapid transit system in the United States combined. You could go to every corner of New York via Subway, with a fee of only 2 dollar. When I was in New York, I took the Subway from Downtown Manhattan to Columbia University. It was not as difficult as I had thought. 
Like San Francisco and New York, Shanghai is also facing the problems of expending population and heavy traffic. After several years of encouraging private auto consumption, Shanghai has realized the defects of the policy and decides to first develop public transportation system in 2007-2009. It can be forecasted that by the year of 2010, when World Expo will be held in Shanghai, the public transportation system in Shanghai will become well developed and serve visitors from all over the world. 
