July 28– August 9 (Xi Zhang) 


	Activity
	1. UC Berkeley, School of Public Health’s Summer Course
2. Fogarty meeting 

	Date/time
	July28 — August 9, 2008

	Summary:  
These two weeks I attended the UC Berkeley, School of Public Health’s summer course：Essential Field Epidemiology – Outbreak Investigations. The instructor is Professor Tomas Aragon. This 2-week intensive course covered the essential knowledge, skills, and abilities necessary to conduct and epidemiologic field investigation，including：essential concepts for the prevention and control of microbial threats; the epidemiologic approach to public health action; steps to conducting an outbreak investigation (seven steps or less), design and implementation; operational aspects of conducting a field investigation; and analysis and interpretation; public surveillance and communicating findings. The materials are not only compact but also explicit and make the audience awareness clearly. The professor also offered us many materials for reading after the course. Professor Aragon has rich practical experience on communicable diseases outbreak investigations; therefore he can link the examples to interpret the conception and approach on the course. The outbreak investigations course helped me review the epidemiology’s essential conceptions and also bring me new ideas about disease outbreak investigation, for example prevention and control of microbial threats’ design and evaluation; epidemiologic approach to public health action; seven steps to conducting an outbreak investigation, etc. 
The class didn’t have many students, but just liked an international class. The students were from America, Spain, Holland, Portugal, Switzerland and China. We exchanged public health situation of own country each other after class. It’s a valuable experience.
On August 1st Dr. Rick Kreutzer and Lixia had a Fogarty meeting with us. We reported the paper finishing situation and the summer course in UC Berkeley. Rick asked us completed our paper on schedule and the paper must be revised by other experts in CDPH. Additional, Rick required us summarizing our training experience and impression.  
The Fogarty training will wrap up and this training enhances my public health ideas and skills. 


