July6 – July19 (Xi Zhang) 


	Activity
	1. “Working together for all hazards readiness” workshop in San Diego and Placer County
2. Visiting Microbiological Diseases Laboratory
3. Visiting Environmental Protection Agency

	Date/time
	July6 — July 19, 2008

	Summary: During these two weeks I attended “Working together for all hazards readiness” workshop and training in San Diego and Placer County respectively with Kevin Chao. These two trainings involved：State role in public health emergencies；Incident response of occupational & environmental health；Food safety in California；Chemical terrorism agents & incidents；Radiological dispersion devices；Food emergency response network；Public health response & preparedness for avian influenza and pandemic influenza；Drinking water preparedness；Explosive devices/IED. The training covered almost all kinds of hazards not only for public health emergencies but also general emergencies. The workshop provide cross training among staff who are from different agencies, including epidemiologists, lab staffs, doctors, FDA staffs, firefighters, policemen, etc. Another important event in workshops was tabletop exercises. It’s a good fashion that every person can play a role actively in the scenario and each of the attendants brought the diverse contributions, thought and perspectives. All of attendees shared the positive experience with each other. It can help trainees learn emergency preparedness and response better.

By the workshop, I have realized that the goal of the workshop is to provide a basic understanding of the state emergency preparedness and response systems in California, to encourage Public Health, partners, and other stakeholders to work together and to learn their jurisdiction, duty, what they should do, and how they do it. 

From the training, I have gained a lot of valuable information of emergence preparedness and response, such as botulism food borne disease occurrence and how to deal with it; and how to deal with a white powder event. Botulism food borne disease is rare in Shanghai, but I have encountered unknown white powder management in my work. So such positive experience is very useful and helpful to me. 

I will share the California emergency preparedness and response experience with my Shanghai colleagues.
On Monday, July 14, I visited Microbial Diseases Laboratory (MDL). Dr. Desmond planned  our MDL tour well and gave us detailed introduction of MDL. MDL has following sections and units: Enteric bacteriology, Tuberculosis bacteria, Molecular diagnostics, Special pathogens, Mycology and parasitology, Biologics, Food and water section. They do a lot of bacterial diseases monitoring and emergency testing. Much of the work is similar to Shanghai CDC, but there are also distinctive lab works in CDPH, for example enteric toxin, botulism toxin and ricin testing, TB MGIT broth drug susceptibility testing/genotyping, PFGE etc. Dr. Desmond arranged for each section chief to discuss with us about organisms testing methods and laboratory management (STAR LIMS). After visiting MDL, Dr. Desmond provided me enteric toxin documents due to my interest. MDL tour gives me much innovations and new ideas in my lab work. I also hope we can set up co-operation in microbiology monitoring and research with CDPH.   
I still go on to my paper work in these next two weeks..      


