June22 – June28 (Xi Zhang) 


	Activity
	1. Biomonitoring Workshop：Immunoassay
2. Biomonitoring Workshop：Tracking Program introduction

3. Fun activity with Lixia in Orchard 

	Date/time
	June22—June28, 2008

	Summary: This week I attended California Environmental Contaminant Biomonitoring Program (CECBP) workshops twice. The first workshop the program invited the Professor Bruce Hammock and Mr. Shirley Gee of UC, Davis to introduce the role of immunoassay in chemicals monitoring. Program staffs discussed many technical problems about immunoassay in chemicals testing. They hope to import immunoassay as a complementary analysis tool to assist with program development. At present there is no report that immunoassay is used in a multitude of chemicals testing. Therefore through the program the testing technique also can be improved. The second meeting the program invited Paul English who is PI of Environmental Health Tracking Program to introduce his program and to share results from previous analysis, GIS application etc. The staffs of CECBP investigate and discuss many details before they implement the program.      

As the program is just starting, I can get much useful knowledge from the program, such as program design, management, confirmation list of chemicals and metabolism, testing methods development, quality assurance and quality control, etc. Therefore I tracked the Senate Bill about this program. I know that CECBP is the first statewide level biomonitoring program, and was approved by the Governor in 2006. The purpose of the program is to determine baseline levels of environmental contaminants in a representative sample of Californians, establish time trends in chemical levels, and assess the effectiveness of current regulatory programs. CECBP is a collaborative effort among the California Department of Public Health (CDPH), the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA), and the Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC). Within CDPH, the Environmental Health Investigation Branch coordinates administration of the program, survey design, and participant recruiting. The Environmental Health Laboratory Branch will analyze specimens for toxic metals and the more rapidly metabolized (non-persistent) organic contaminants. 
In addition to professional activities, I also had a fun activity with Lixia in orchard on Sunday. We went to the apricot orchard, peach orchard and strawberry orchard respectively in Concord County. We picked fruits on our own and tasted. The apricot was really sweeter than I ever tasted. The orchards are all organized and it’s a fruits harvest seasons.


