June8 – June14 (Xi Zhang) 


	Activity
	1. Biomonitoring workshop
2. Genetic disease lab’s big freezer tour
3. Adventure with Harvey Kayman
4. English course retreat 

	Date/time
	June8—June14, 2008

	Summary: 
Time passed quickly. The week was busy again. I participated in a biomonitoring workshop on Monday and Tuesday at Oakland. First day the workshop is about selecting chemicals for the California Environmental Contaminant Biomonitoring Program. The scientists from CDC, Canada and Germany introduced their programs and results. They offered much experience of biomonitoring environmental contaminants and answered the participants’ questions. Next day was the second meeting of the scientific Guidance Panel of the Biomonitoring Program. The Panel has ten scientists. They asked and discussed the biomonitoring program matter seriously with the program members the whole day. Through these two days meeting, I have further understood the program development/management/evaluation in CA, and I have further realized new importance and significance of developing environmental contaminant biomonitoring.
Another important professional activity was that I had a Genetic Disease Laboratory (GDL) cold storage facility tour. Since it is a public cold storage facility, there are more than 20 companies that rent storage space, Includeing food companies and GDL. GDL has collected new born infants blood samples since 1981. They have set up SOP and software for sample management. Each sample has its own ID (barcode) and the whole blood was saved on special paper. Each paper has five spots to save same blood sample. Since the time was limited I could not obtain further information from supervisor Donald Cockerham. I would like to visit his laboratory again to further my bio-sample saving study.

    This week we had another fun adventure with Harvey Kayman, and we shared a delicious dinner which was prepared by his wife Susan Kayman.


