May11 – May17 (Xi Zhang) 

	Activity
	1. Fogarty Meeting
2. WREN Conference

3. Natural Scene’s Tour and Hiking: Jacksonville city, Junction Cave, Red Wood National Park 

	Date/time
	May 11—May 17, 2008

	Summary: 
  In this week we had a regular Fogarty Meeting with Dr. Rick and Lixia. Dr. Rick introduced us to details about how budgets are created in the US and showed us the main concepts behind the fiscal year. The meeting helped me understand US budgets and widen my budget knowledge. Though there is much difference about financial policy between Shanghai, China and California, AmericaI, I think they will be still helpful to me to prepare good budgets for my department next year.  
  In this week we had another important thing that we joined the WREN Conference in Ashland, Oregon. The conference was held on May 15-16. About 26 persons took part in the Conference who were from California, Oregon and Washington State Public Health. There were 16 presentations in the Conference including Ye Lu. Every presentation topic was different. And all presenters did a good job. I got much information from their work. The Conference was quite relaxed but everyone was serious. After each talk, most people asked questions and would give suggestion and recommendation. So I think it’s a very nice meeting style. It’s informal but it deals with concrete matters relating to public health work. 

  After the meeting, Lixia took us on an amazing and amusing tour. We visited the old Jacksonville City, Oregon Cave and National Red Wood Park. The Cave gave me a deep impression. Of course we had easy hiking at Red wood trail. After this hiking activity, I realize that hiking can make me relaxed and happy and I began to like it.  


