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Weekly Report 

Ye Lu

This week was a rather busy week. On Monday, we had a meeting with Dr. Rick. We learned about the construction of California State government, California Department of Public Health, Center of Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion, as well as Environment Health Investigation Branch. To be honest, I used to pay no attention to how the government is constructed. But now I realize that it is important to know where you are in a huge organization. Only then could you know the consistency and the conflict among different departments, know how to keep the consistency and avoid the conflict, and know where to seek help when the conflict cannot be solved. We also talked about our training schedule and the topic of our final paper. Just as Rick said, we had a strong “brain storm”. 

On Tuesday, we went to School of Public Health, UC Berkeley to visit Professor Martyn Smith. The major research fields of Pro Smith include the causes of leukemia and lymphoma, metabolism and toxicity of benzene, and applying 'Omic' technologies to develop biomarkers of exposure, early effect and susceptibility in humans. Presently, he is the Principal Investigator of UC Berkeley Super Fund Basic Research Program. The reason I would like to visit him is that his laboratory uses the same proteomic technology as we use in Shanghai CDC. And they develop useful software to analyze the SELDI data. They also combine proteomic differences with genomic polymorphisms to explain the mechanism of diseases. I think this is what we will do in our future work. At the meeting, Pro Smith showed great interest to our previous work and offered us an opportunity to join their lab meeting on Wednesday. So on Wednesday, we went to the lab again. This time we had a long talk with Pro Luoping Zhang, who cooperated with SCDC on a Benzene Project as early as in 1992. We also listened to two presentations on glycoprotein and protein adduct, which gave us some new ideas of research on protein and proteomics. 

On Tuesday noon, a lot of activities took place at the Richmond Campus to celebrated Earth Day. All these activities tell us that we can do a lot to save the environment. We can take alternative transportation and take low carbon diet to save energy in daily life. I will discuss the Earth Day in detail in another summery.

On Friday afternoon, I talked with Sumi about my projects in Shanghai. The conversation was helpful not only because I learned to think like an epidemiologist, but also because I learned to communicate like an English native speaker.

Other things I have done in the past week include reviewing literature for my paper and preparing a presentation for the WREN conference. In summary, this was a busy week for me. It was not until then did I realize I have so many things to learn. 
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