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What’s the most important thing of this week? The Beijing Olympic Games, of course! Although I was not in China, and NBC did not broadcast the live opening ceremony, I managed to watch the segments later on web. I was so proud of my motherland, which had surprised the whole world by its fast development.
What have I done last week, which was related to the Olympic Games? Continuing the summer class on “Essential Field Epidemiology: Outbreak Investigations”. With the development of China, more and more international conferences will be held in China. As a public health professional, I should get myself well prepared for emergency preparedness. Through the two weeks course, I could describe the epidemiologic approach to public health action, including surveillance, descriptive and analytic epidemiology, measures of occurrence and association, study design, threats to validity, epidemiologic and causal inference, and types of evidence-based interventions. I could describe the seven conceptual steps to conducting an outbreak investigation. I learned that case investigation and cause investigation were the two most important steps in an outbreak investigation, and that chance, bias and confounding must be excluded in cause investigation. I learned that only if control measures based on known causes did not work, or that the causes remained unknown after careful investigation, were analytic investigation needed. Professor Aragon shared his experiences in outbreak investigation, which expended my knowledge of field epidemiology and would be helpful to my future work.
Besides the summer class, I also work on my final paper. After received comments from Dr. Frank, Dr. Rick and Dr. Gayle, I reviewed my paper and began to write the 4.0 version. I will send it out next week.
