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During this period, my most important activity was attending the San Diego Emergency Readiness Workshop on July 7-10. San Diego is located in the southwest corner of the United States. I assumed that the reason to hold an Emergency Readiness Workshop there may because of its closeness to the Mexico border, where terrorists or dangerous materials could enter the country.

The workshop invited several experts to give speeches on emergency preparedness in various fields. There are different kinds of emergencies according to different standards. By subjects, there are biological emergency, chemical emergency, radiological emergency, explosive emergency, etc. I was familiar with biological and chemical emergency. But I had no or little knowledge on radiological and explosive emergency. Through the workshop, I learned the definition, the characteristics and the harm of these emergencies. By separate ways, there are environmental emergency, occupational emergency, and comestible(?) emergency. Therefore, emergency preparedness should be collaboration among different branches. In fact, we had FDA staffs, FBI staffs, policemen, clinical technicians, local and federal public health staffs to attend the workshop, which to some extent showed the spirit of cooperation for emergency preparedness. The highlights of the workshop were tabletops of artificial emergencies. Participants were divided into eight groups and had roundtable meetings on emergencies such as influenza and white powder. Via thorough discussion, we heard the opinions of staffs from different fields and learned how to react and cooperate in case of emergency. It was similar to my case study in CDPH and I was glad to put what I had learned from Daniel into practice. In conclusion, the San Diego Emergency Readiness Workshop offered me a comprehensive understanding of emergency preparedness in USA. As a lab technician, I learned the duties of other departments and how to cooperate with them, which I think is most important in emergency preparedness.

Besides the workshop, I also attended a lecture about Health Statistics/Data Resources on June 24; had a case study with Daniel on July 2; visited VRD lab on July 3 and attended BIG bio monitoring meeting on July 2. Although some of these activities had become my regular work in CDPH, they still made me gain new insights through reviewing old materials.

